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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska in July 





The twenty-first annual summer tour 
in which THE Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMES 
will co-operate with the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway Company is scheduled to 
start from Chicago July 5, returning 
to that point July 25. 


The advantages of these Christian” 


Fellowship Tours are numerous, as 
those who have taken them agree. Some 
have commented: “My greatest pleasure 
was the fellowship”; “Faultless man- 
agement”; “Congeniality”; “Good un- 
derstanding and sympathetic handling 
of all details”; “We appreciate relief 
from all anxiety regarding transpor- 
tation”; “How glad I was that I did 
not have to be concerned about tip- 
ping.” Many more comments could be 
added about the magnificent scenery 
and places of interest visited during the 
eight-day cruise in the Inland Water- 
ways of Alaska. 

The 1960 tour will include two nights 
at the fine Olympic Hotel in Seattle, 
Wash., with a day and night interven- 
ing for a bus trip to Mt. Rainier with 
plenty of time afforded for horseback 
riding, riding the ski lift, hiking, and 
picture taking in this beautifull scenic 
area. 

Two days and two nights will be 
spent in Victoria, B.C., with accommo- 
dations at the beautiful Empress Hotel. 
This arrangement has been made in 
order to meet the suggestions of tour- 
ists on earlier Christian Fellowship 
Tours who have wished to spend at 
least. two days in this lovely city. 

The eight-day journey northward 
along the Inside Passage to Skagway, 
Alaska, will’ be made aboard the Cana- 
dian Pacific’s S. S. Princess Louise. 
Stops will be made at Prince Rupert, 
B.C., Ketchikan, Juneau, and Wrangell, 
Alaska, with sufficient time for sight- 
seeing in these interesting towns and 
for purchasing mementos of the trip in 
the numerous shops that offer all sorts 
of native merchandise. 

Upon arrival at Skagway, Alaska, a 
full day will be spent in traveling back 
country into the Yukon Territory over 
a narrow-gauge railroad along the fa- 
mous Trail of ’98 to Carcross, passing 
between rugged and awe-inspiring 
mountains and by beautiful lakes. - 

On the return trip, the party will dis- 
embark from the S. S. Princess Louise 
at Vancouver, B. C., and will journey 
eastward through the magnificent Cana- 
dian Rockies. There will be a stop of 
two days and two nights at Banff with 
accommodations at the beautiful Banff 
Springs Hotel. The best part of a day 
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will be spent in a tour to Emerald 
Lake, the Yoho Valley, a stop at Lake 
Louise Chateau for lunch, an afternoon 
trip to Moraine Lake, and a return to 
Lake Louise for dinner. 

Here is an opportunity for a vacation 
that will long be remembered. An 
illustrated folder will be available soon, 
giving all costs and detail. If you are 
interested, send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a director of the Tres, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
thiughout. 


_ & 


God may send you, dear friends, some 
costly packages. Do not worry if they 
are done up in rough wrappings. You 
may be sure there are treasures of love, 
and kindness, and wisdom hidden 
within. If we take what He sends, and 
trust Him for the goodness in it, even in 
the dark, we shall learn the meaning of 
the secrets of Providence.—A. B. Simp- 
son. 
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Love Triumphant 
» By Mary Miles 
2 Corinthians 5:14 


66 NE died for all.” 
Oh, matchless love 
To guilty sinners shown! 
The Father’s Son 
Came from above, 
God’s kindness to make known. 


“One died for all.” 
Such love constrains 
My captivated soul. 
Henceforth in me 

The Saviour reigns; 
His glory now my goal. 


ve 


Religion the Opium 
of the People? 

The compounded wickedness and 
defiance of International Communism 
with its militant atheism nowhere seems 
more obvious than in the classical state- 
ment of Karl Marx, “Religion is the 
opium of the people.” However, as one 
“broods over” Christendom in the West- 
ern world, with its all too common sy- 
cophant clergy, fawning on the political 
world with pastoral -platitudes, the si- 
lence of the organized churches in the 
face of the moral and ethical morass 
in which we live, as one considers so 
much ecclesiastical cynicism, its unpro- 
testing professionalism, one wonders 
whether, after all, Marx was not right. 
The “religion” of the Western world, 
the world of Christendom, is not Chris- 
tianity. It is a false man-made thing 
that masquerades and feeds itself under 

‘ the guise of Christianity. Church mem- 
bership, formal “belief in God,” is part 


of our unregenerate materialistic way 
of life. It makes no Biblical, moral, or 
ethical demands; it calls for little per- 
sonal inconvenience or sacrifice; it has 
no\ driving vision of the eternal and 
spiritual; it insists upon no exclusive, 
explicit doctrinal standard that is both 
confession of faith and expression of a 
mandatory way of life. It is a religion 
of convenience, adjustment, conformity. 
It flatters and lulls its members into 
the insensitive sleep of false security. 
It is “religion”’—the. “religion” of the 
Western world. It is not Christianity. 
This religion fills with disgust the in- 
dependent thinking man who is honest. 
This “religion is the opium of the peo- 
ple.” Some time ago the writer visited 
a so-called “Christian church” which 
highlights the drift of religion in the 
Western world by the fantastic excess 
of its moral indifference. The church 
building was set in the red-light dis- 
trict of a great city and was patronized 
largely by prostitutes. It was no rescue 
shelter. There these poor women, 
wearing the symbols of the “religion” 
that Christianity has become, were ac- 
tive in the services of this “church.” 
They participated in its sacraments 
while they plied their age-long pro- 
fession, even soliciting people in the 
building in which they had come to 
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pray. The clergy of that church had 
accepted these conditions for many 
years. They lived by the votive: offer- 
ings of these women., It is such a 
malformation, wrongly called the “Chris- 
tian Church,” that- the rising young 
businessman joins, as he lives in his 
pleasant home in suburbia. His organ- 
ization advises it; it is considered good 
business. It is to this sort of thing that 
the ambitious politician belongs as he 
candidates for election. It is good pol- 
itics to belong to the church. After all, 
on our dollar bills we print, “In God we 
trust.” It is to the Sunday schools of 
this vast ecclesiastical system that thou- 
sands of children are sent to obtain 
their knowledge of God and righteous- 
ness. But this is not the Church of 
which the Bible says, “Christ also loved 
the church and gave himself for it.” The 
way of Christ is a narrow way. The 
Church of Jesus Christ is an exclusive 
body. The path to God is a path of 
holiness, righteousness, and separation 
from sin. It is the way of nonconform- 
ity to the world. The “religion” of the 
Western world perhaps has become “the 
opium of the people.” But true Chris- 
tianity is not this “religion.” Chris- 
tianity is life from above; it is God’s 
call to take up the cross and follow 
Christ even unto death.” 


we 


6. At the Feet of Christ 


For Comfort 


By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


various people who were spoken 
of as being at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we have seen that they 
were there for somewhat different rea- 


‘ S WE have been thinking of the 


sons, but all of them received great 
blessings. Today we are going to think 
of Mary again, for on three occasions 
we find her at the feet of Jesus, each 
time for a different reason. In the 
eleventh chapter of the Gospel of John, 
we find Mary again in the attitude of 
humble and reverent trust before the 
Lord, but, this time, not so much to re- 
ceive instruction as to receive comfort, 
which she so sorely needed. Mary had 
just experienced orfe of the great sor- 
rows of her life. Her brother, Lazarus, 
with whom she and her sister, Martha, 
made their home, and who had meant 
so much to both of them, had died just 
four days previously. 

While he lay seriously ill, the sisters 
had sent a message to Jesus Christ, 
saying, “Lord, behold, he whom thou 
lovest is sick” (v. 3). They had. hoped 
that, upon the receipt of this word, the 


Lord would immediately come to their 
assistance and would by His mighty 
power bring healing and restoration, 
but there had been what was, to their 
minds, a strange and inexplicable de- 
lay. The Lord had not come at once 
but had waited for two-days after hear- 
ing the news and then the journey had 
taken two days, so that, by the time He 
arrived in the village of Bethany where 
His friends lived, Lazarus had already 
passed away and had been laid in the 
tomb. : 

When the news of Christ’s approach 
came to Martha’s ears, she hurried out 
of the village in her impetuous manner 
to meet Him before He reached Beth- 
any, but Mary remained quietly at 
home. After the conversation between 
Martha and the Lord, which John re- 
cords in the eleventh chapter of his Gos- 
pel, Martha went to her sister secretly, 
saying, “The Teacher is here, and 
calleth thee” (v. 28, A.S.V.). As soon 
as Mary heard these words she rose up 
quickly and hurried to meet Jesus 
Christ. When she came to Him she fell 





down at His feet, saying, “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not 
died” (v. 32). 

In her deep sorrow Mary realized her 
need to be with Jesus Christ in order 
to receive comfort. His presence alone 
was a great comfort in itself, for Mary 
had already come to know that when 
she was with Him, He had a wonderful 
way of knowing her thoughts, of under- 
standing her needs, and of meeting 
those needs in His own gracious way. 
Her statement to Him, “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not 
died,” was exactly the same as that 
which Martha had said to Him when 
she met Him a short time previously. 
Those words carried an implied rebuke 
to their beloved friend, to whom they 
were addressed. Mary and her sister 
Martha both had a feeling that, some- 
how, Jesus Christ had failed them. He 
had shown either an unwillingness to 
admit the emergency of which they had 
sent to advise Him, or else a callous- 
ness to the deep distress that had 
prompted them to send for Him. 

John makes perfectly plain the fact 
that both of these doubts were entirely 
unfounded. The Lord knew perfectly 
of Lazarus’s condition and deliberately 
waited for two days longer where He 
was, east of the Jordan River, in order 
that Lazarus might not be living when 
He arrived in Bethany. As He said to 
the disciples on receiving the word 
from Mary and Martha, “This sickness 
is ... for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God may be glorified thereby” 
(v. 4, A.S.V.). He had a far greater 
purpose in mind than either of the 
sisters had been able to grasp or to 
believe, and was going to do some- 
thing for their brother Lazarus that 
was infinitely greater than that for 
which they were hoping, and _ that 
would also bring forth great glory to 
God Himself, in addition to the great 
joy and the great strengthening of faith 
that it would bring to their hearts. 

When Jesus Christ heard these words 
from Mary, He apparently made no at- 
tempt to give any explanation of His 
delay; neither did He rebuke her for 
her failure to comprehend His purpose, 
or fully to appreciate His tenderness 
and love for her and for each member 
of the family. John tells us that when 
He saw Mary weeping and her friends, 
who had come to comfort her, also 
weeping, “he groaned in the spirit, and 
was troubled” (v. 33). .He was troubled 
by their lack of faith and of understand- 
ing. In spite of all that He had said 
and done among them, their eyes were 
still blinded as to the deity of His 
person and as to what He had come to 
accomplish for them. ‘He, too, wept in 
His tender sympathy for His friends, 
and then, going to the grave of Lazarus, 
commanded him to come forth and 
brought him again from the dead, to 
the great joy of his family, to the 
amazement of his friends who were 
there gathered, and to the consternation 
of His bitter enemies. It is interesting 
to note that no one was able to doubt 
the reality of the miracle. Even the 
priests, who were always on the look- 
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out to find fault and to criticize, were 
convinced as to what had taken place. 
Because of that fact, Caiaphas, the high 
priest, who was concerned far more for 
his own position and influence than 
for the good of his people, decreed that 
Jesus Christ must die. 

There are two or three things that I 
want to mention especially about Mary’s 


-experience. First, the Lord’s Delay. The 


Lord Jesus often has seemed unaccount- 
ably slow in answering the prayers 
of, His people and in granting their 
requests. Too often we are so impatient 
to have Him do something for us or for 
our friends that we are fretful and wor- 
ried when He delays in doing it. We 
need to remember that He knows “the 
end from the beginning” and moreover 
He holds the right to refrain from giv- 
ing to us any explanation as to the rea- 
son for His seeming delays and disin- 
terest in answering our requests. We 
can be absolutely certain, however, that 
He never makes a mistake or a mis- 
judgment and sometimes withholds for 
our good just as much as at other times 
He grants for our blessing. 

Second, I want to remind you of 
what it meant to Mary on thai occasion 
to be at the feet of Christ. It meant 
first and most of all the comfort of 
His presence. That is a blessing and a 
source of comfort that is always avail- 
able for every true believer and child 
of His. Regardless of your conditions 
and surroundings, He always stands 
ready and willing to reveal Himself to 
you, and it is particularly in times of 
sorrow and distress that the glory and 
reality of His presence are made the 
most clear and certain to us. In ad- 
dition to the comfort that she received, 
Mary also experienced a new realiza- 
tion of the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the divine Son of God. The 
riches of His tenderness and grace were 
opened up before her as she beheld 
His divine sympathy for her friends, 
and then she was given the opportu- 
nity of beholding the operation of His 
divine power in bringing back to life 
again her brother, Lazarus, whom she 
so dearly loved and whose life became 
from then on an unimpeachable wit- 
ness to the authority of Jesus Christ 
and to His victorious power over death 
and the grave. Whenever we are in 
trouble or sorrow, or. distress of any 
kind, we need above everything else to 
learn to fall at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to remain there in 
humble faith until we receive the com- 
fort and encouragement that He gives 
so fully and so freely, and we can be 
certain that we shall also receive a new 
revelation of the tenderness, the glory, 
and the authority of His divine per- 
son. His tenderness will characterize 
every one of His dealings with us, es- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 
1:9). 
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pecially when we are weary and dis- 
couraged. The glory of His person will 
always mean new encouragement and 
an inspiration to go on under His leader- 
ship. His authority will remove from 
us the burdens of uncertainty, and will 
lead us to cast all our burdens upon 
Him, as He has bid us do. 

Last week we were thinking of Mary 
at the feet of Jesus for instruction. To- 
day we have been thinking. of her at 
His feet for comfort. If any of you 
reading this are conscious of the need 
for either instruction or comfort, for 
guidance or for encouragement, you will 
always find them both at the same place 
as did Mary. In Christ Jesus you will 
find One who understands your needs 
even better than you can understand 
them yourself. He is also far more 
ready to give both guidance and grace 
than you are to receive them. Give 
Him an opportunity to reveal Himself 
to you and then to meet your needs 
and to meet them abundantly. 


Prayer: Our Father and our God, we 
would just now cast ourselves at the 
feet of Thy Son Christ Jesus, to claim 
in faith from Him that which He knows 
that we need. Bless us and send us 
forth refreshed and strengthened to 
serve Thee more faithfully because we 
have been at His feet. In His name 
we pray. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


ve 


Notes on Open Letters 


Is “Unity” Christian? 


Please tell me what you think of 
the Unity School of Christianity. I 
like some of their doctrine, and some 
of it is perfectly new to me—A 
Michigan reader. 


Unity, like Christian Science, is un- 
scriptural and antichristian because it 
denies the fact of sin, man’s need of a 
Saviour, and the Gospel of salvation 
through the shed blood of Christ as the 
sinner’s Substitute and Saviour. Unity 
identifies man with God; that is the 
meaning of the word that designates 
this false and deadly religion. It 
teaches that there is no sin, sickness, or 
death, and no Satan or Devil. It denies 
that the Bible is uniquely inspired. It 
teaches that the whole Bible is simply 
an allegory, that “everybody can be 
inspired.” It says that if we think that 
inspiration ceased with Jesus or with 
Paul and the Apostles, we hinder the 
stream of God-thought from flowing to 
us and we get no direct revelation. 

Unity denies that salvation is by 
grace through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and teaches that we achieve 
perfection by realizing that we are 
God and by constant affirmation of 
this. It maintains that one must have 
faith in oneself “as a Son of God.” Un- 
ity calls on its devotees to repeat: “I 
am the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father: I am the 
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Digging in Bible Lands 


A survey of archaeological excavations 
and reports in 1958 and early 1959 







archaeological excavations have 

been carried on at a number of 
sites in the Bible Lands, and during the 
same period, a number of reports on 
the findings of expeditions have been 
published. This article will summarize 
a number of excavations that have a 
direct bearing on the Bible and Biblical 
backgrounds. °* 


D URING the past year and a half, 


ABRAHAMIC HOUSES IN THE NEGEB 


For several years Professor Nelson 
Glueck has made detailed investigations 
of the southern part of Palestine known 
to Bible students as the “Negeb.” The 
word Negeb is a Hebrew word that is 
often translated “south” in our English 
Bibles, as in the reference to Abraham 
and Lot leaving Egypt and coming up 
into the “south” (Gen. 13:1). It regu- 
larly refers to the dry southern part of 
Palestine, beginning about at Beersheba 
and running down toward the Sinai 
wilderness. 

Professor Glueck has reported on his 
sixth season of exploration in the Negeb 
in the Bulletin of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research (Feb., 1958). 
There he states that he has examined, 
over the years, nearly four hundred 
sites ranging in date from Chalcolithic 
times (before 3000 B.C.) to Byzantine 
times (300-600 A.D.). He reports that 
in addition to many other discoveries, 
we can now suggest what a house and 
village in the Negeb looked like in the 
days of Abraham, the Middle Bronze I 
period, about 2100-1800 B.C. The typical 
pattern of house construction of this 
period in southern Palestine was a cir- 
cular stone structure with (probably) 
a conical roof. It is natural, states Dr. 
Glueck, to think of the “beehive” vil- 
lages found in Turkey, Syria, and Iraq 
right up to the present time; we are 
also reminded of the conical stone 
dwellings in the highlands of Turkey, 
in which early Christians hollgwed out 
chapels and cells. 

The most striking example of this 
Middle Bronze Age I type of house 
(2100-1800 B.C.) was found by Dr. 
Glueck: in the Bir Birein district of 
southern Palestine, at site No. 345, 
which is the largest village of this 
period thus far discovered in this part of 
Palestine. It may have had a popu- 
lation of about one hundred fifty, and 
perhaps twice that number if one takes 
into account those who lived in tent 
Settlements around the site. Dr. Glueck 


points out that the circular stone houses 
with thatched, conical roofs of a Basuto- 
land village in South Africa look as if 
they might be a present day restoration 
_ of the houses of this site No. 345 in 
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southern Palestine, dating from the 
Abrahamic period. Whether or not the 
ancient houses had a thatched roof can- 
not be determined, but otherwise there 
is quite a close similarity between the 
dwellings of the two periods, which are 
some four thousand years apart. 

In the native rock surfaces near these 
Abrahamic villages, there were many 
cupholes carved out, about the size of 
Archaeologists have pon- 
dered these for many years, since they 
have been found at many Palestinian 
sites, including Megiddo and Dothan. 
Dr. Glueck states that careful. examina- 
tion of these depressions in the -rock 
shows that they served as mortars, in 
which grain and other cereals were 
ground or pounded. A parallel between 
these mortars of four and five thousand 
years ago is found in the culture of 
modern Basutoland in South Africa, 
where similar cupholes are used to 
pound maize with a pestle to produce 
the flour used to prepare the porridge 
that forms the diet of these South 
Africans of today. 

In summing up his current discoveries 
in southern Palestine, Dr. Glueck states, 
“The Biblical records ‘dealing with the 
life and times of Abraham in the Negeb 
and Sinai are in complete accord with 


‘the archaeological facts of the Middle 


Bronze I settlement there” (Bulletin of 
the American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, Number 149, p. 10). 


ATHENS AND PAu (Acts 17) 


One of the many striking passages of 
the Bible that become all the more 
meaningful in the light of archaeologi- 
cal discoveries is the record of Paul’s 
visit to Athens and his message given 
on Mars’ Hill, recorded in Acts 17. Paul 
stated that he saw “the city was wholly 
given over to idolatry” (v. 16). In the 
light of archaeological discoveries we 
can fully appreciate the multitude of 
gods worshiped at Athens, and the 
dozens of shrines and temples that 
would have met the eye of the great 
apostle and led to the words that he 
spoke on Mars’ Hill—also known as the 
Areopagus, the spur of a hill that runs 
out from the lower part of the Acropolis 
in Athens (Acts 17:15-34). A _ useful 
summary of, the pagan temples and 
shrines that Paul would have seen is 
given by Professor Oscar Broneer of 
the University of Chicago in the Bibli- 
cal Archaeologist (Vol. XXI, No. 1, Feb., 
1958). Professor Broneer imagines that 
Paul was taken through Athens by a 
guide, starting near Mars’ Hill. There 
he would have seen this hill, named 
after Ares, the god of war, who stood 
trial here, mythology says, for the slay- 
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Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 
and Professor and Director of Bible Archaeology, Wheaton College 


ing of the son of the sea god, Poseidon. 
Since this hill was supposed to have 
been the scene of the trial of a god, it 
was used by men as the meeting place 
of the most ancient court and council of 


Athens. Nearby was a monument to 
Oedipus, who slew his father and mar- 
ried his mother. Farther along they 
would see the awesome figure of Hecate, 
the queen of the lower world, and then 
a bearded figure of Hermes, the mes- 
senger of the gods. 

Finally Paul and his guide would 
come to the Parthenon itself on the 
Acropolis, the beautiful temple dedi- 
cated to Athena, the virgin goddess. 
Parthenos is-the Greek word for “vir- 
gin,” hence the name “Parthenon” for 
the temple dedicated to the virgin god- 
dess. The beautiful sculptures of the 
Parthenon show Zeus, from whose head 
Athena sprang fully armed, according to 
Greek legend. Within the temple'stands 
the tremendous statue of the maiden 
goddess, forty feet high. Just below the 
line of the roof are sculptures portray- 
ing the procession of horsemen and 
walking men and animals in celebration 
of the festival of Athena, known as the 
Panathenaea, in which the Athenians 
displayed their superior skills and de- 
votion to the maiden goddess. One 
can imagine Paul standing before this 
display of Athenian genius and devotion 
to beauty, realizing that all the statues 
of gold and silver and ivory and wood 
showed the utter falsity of the Athenian 
claim to superior knowledge, and testi- 
fied to the ignorance of the human mind 
and to the need for revelation from 
God (p. 8). 

On the south side of the hill, Paul 
would pass the tomb of Hippolytus, the 
tragic hero cursed by his father, the god 
Theseus, and slain through the machina- 
tions and jealousy of Aphrodite, whose 
shrine stands close to the tomb. Farther 
along he reaches the area dedicated to 
Aesculapius, the god of healing. It con- 
tained a pit for the sacred snake in 
which devotees spent the night and in 
their dreams received visits. from the 
god, believing he would heal them. 
Later in the southeastern section of the 
city he sees the unfinished temple to 
Zeus Olympios, and within it a shrine 
to Gaea Olympios, the earth goddess. 
Near this shrine is a .chasm through 
which the last waters of the great flood 
sank into the earth, according to the 
Greek version of the flood account. 

When Paul comes to the Panathenaic 
Way, he sees an ancient altar, dedicated 
to twelve gods. This is but one dozen 
of the many gods and shrines that he 
encountered on his visit to Athens, and 

(Continued on page 154) 
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Sunday 


Hughes, D.D. (Crusaders Gospel 

Association, Inc, 6 Humewood 
Drive, Toronto, Can., $2.50 postpaid.) Dr. 
Hughes outlines the Book of Acts under 
thirty-one headings and gives a chapter 
to each one in this book. He reviews the 
historical record and expounds the teach- 
ing of each section clearly and fully, 
applying the lessons of the Book to the 
needs of the Church today. He believes 
that the descent of the Holy Spirit “took 
place not in a private house but in a 
Jewish temple on the day of the greatest 
feast of the Jews just fifty days follow- 
ing the death of Jesus” (p. 23), and he 
supports his view by references to both 
the English and Greek New Testaments. 
He also believes that the unknown 
tongue spoken by the disciples was the 
same as that used by the people of God 
before the Tower of Babel. Several 
chapters are devoted to Stephen and 
Philip and Paul and one is on “The 
Beginnings of Missions.” Dr. Hughes 
often uses alliteration to make his points 
stick and writes with fervor and en- 
thusiasm. For instance, one chapter is 
headed .“Power, Persecution, Property.” 
His exposition is frequently illuminated 
by light from the original Greek. This 
will be a very useful handbook for 
teachers in the current series of Inter- 
national Lessons. 


Illustrations from _ Biblical Archae- 
ology. By D. J. Wiseman. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $3.50.) The author says, “One 
of the objects of this book is to en- 
courage the reader to turn to more 
detailed and authoritative works on Bib- 
lical archaeology.” To stimulate readers 
to such study, a lengthy bibliography 
is given. It includes reference to scores 
of volumes and papers on the subject, 
including several from the author. One 
of the most helpful features of the vol- 
ume, found on almost every page, is 
the reproductions -of actual “photo- 
graphs of the objects, some published 
for the first time.” The reader makes 
a thrilling journey from the dawn .of 
civilization down through the patri- 
archal age, from Egypt up through the 
wilderness, then into the land of 
the days of the Israelite kings and the 
days of exile, and on into New Testa- 
ment times. Finally the methods and 
results of archaeology are sketched. An 
example of the author’s conclusions as 
he finishes his study of New Testament 
times is found as he says, “Both the 
authenticity and general integrity of 
the New Testament may be regarded 
as finally established.” 


My Book of Christian Holidays. By 
Wanda Bel]. (The Warner Press, An- 
derson, Ind., $1.75.) Twenty-seven 


Ts BOOK OF ACTS. By Albert 


holidays are described and their celebra- 
tions photographed in this big book for 
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( . 
Excellent offerings on archaeology, Bible exposition, doctrine, church and 
school methods, and Christian fiction 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional;.and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








parents to enjoy with their children. 
Most of these are familiar, but Twelfth 
Night, or January 6; Ash Wednesday, 
which “commemorates Christ’s forty 
days in the wilderness; and Maundy 
Thursday before Easter may need some 
additional explaining. It is a surprise 
to find that many people call Hallow- 
een by its other name of Reformation 
Day in memory of Martin Luther and 
his brave stand. The first Sunday in 
October has been set aside for giving 
thought to Christian people around the 
world, hence its name, “World Com- 
munion Sunday.” Universal Bible Sun- 
day is seen to fall on December 2, 
while Race Relations Sunday is the one 
preceding Lincoln’s birthday. The pur- 
pose of the book is to show that our 
holidays have special meaning for God’s 
children in their worship, work, ‘and 
play. , 


Ideas for the Chalk Artist. By 
George Sweeting. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50, 


paper.) 
Chalk Artist” here continues with 
twenty new pictures for platform use 
and detailed descriptions as to how 
they are drawn. His subjects include 
“The Bible Stands,” “The End of the 
Road,” “It’s Later Than You Think,” 
and “The Solid Rock.” Although each 
full-page picture appears in grey, black, 
and white, the work is to be done in 
color, every shade being carefully noted. 
Each lesson is then followed by a para- 
graph of spiritual application, and one 
or two appropriate musical selections. 
Mr. Sweeting writes also about artist 
materials, giving names and addresses 


- of supply houses from which they may 


be purchased. 


Don Pedro. 


By B. H.~- Pearson. 
(Good News Publishers, Westchester, 
Tll., 50 cents, paper.) Though a fre- 
quent visitor at the Immaculate 


Conception Saloon, Don Pedro was nev- 
ertheless a most religious man. And, 
after the Protestants had captured his 
best friend, he was glad that Father 
Zarza had appointed him .to seek out, 
arrest, and murder all heretics in the 
area. Then Veronica, one ofthe sa- 
loon’s “girls,” falls ill and is kicked out, 
and though Pedro finds her a shelter, 
it is Pastor Landas and his wife who 
minister to the girl until Christ takes 
her to Himself. Her joyful death so 
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impresses. Pedro that he sets the pastor 
free after many cruelties have been 
heaped upon him. However, the evil 
work gathers momentum until, on the 
night the pastor and his wife are tor- 
tured and murdered, Don Pedro and 
his common-law wife take to their boat, 
far down the Magdalena, both ac- 
knowledge, “Now two new Protestants 
are born.” The story is an eye opener, 
the truth of every event being attested 
by Dr. Pearson, author of “The Monk 
Who Lived Again.” 


Weight of Glory. By Lon Woodrum. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) It was difficult to be- 
lieve that a big town political boss 
could so dominate everybody and 
everything. Kelly Hullitt was really 
a miniature Hitler. And ex-GI Paul 
Bonner worked for him. But Ruth in- 
vited Paul to her church and the man 
left with a heart transformed. Not only 
did he break with Kelly, but, abetted 
by Pastor Gray and Newspaper Editor 
Ray Snacker, he himself launched a 


, Campaign against the corrupt boss. It 


was God’s call, he declared, and though 
often tormented by fears, faith pushed 
him on. When Kelly ordered Paul’s 
liquidation, he almost. succeeded. How- 
ever, beautiful Truna Kellogg, who ran 
an upper crust night spot, saved his 
life. Strangely enough she had fallen 
in love with Crusader Paul. But Ruth 
was in God’s plan for him and even- 
tually the union worked out. Mean- 
while Kelly’s henchman paid off a 
personal grudge by informing on the 
boss’s narcotics activity so that the FBI 
could take over, and the town was 
saved. Lon Woodrum writes as one who 
has known the underworld and has been 
delivered out of it by a pewer of which 
he is not ashamed. 


Living Peacefully. By J. Allen Blair. 
(Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New York 10; 
$3.) Since the book of 1 Peter was 
written for persecuted Christians, Dr. 
Blair believes that it carries a special 
message for any today who are har- 
assed by Satan. He draws from every 
verse the rich comfort that hides there- 
in. The first of his thirty-one homilies 
on “Separated unto. God,” solves the 
problem of election, ending with a quo- 
tation from Moody, “The Whosoever 
Wills are the elect; the Whosoever 
Won’ts are the nonelect.” The second 
message enlarges on the three prepo- 
sitions in verse 2—“according to,” which 
suggests the fact of our salvation; 
“through,” which presents its means; 
and “unto,” which declares its purpose. 
Verse 3 ‘offers the “Living Hope,” and 
verse 4 “The Inheritance Incorruptible.” 
Other titles are “Endless Security,” 
“Christian Citizenship,” “Usable Saints,” 
and “How To Get a New Husband.” 
This last declares that a woman who 
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has found Christ after marriage has a 
certain promise in 1 Peter 3:1-4, that 
if she adapts herself graciously to 
her unsaved spouse, without nagging 
preachments, he will come to the light. 
The messages abound in illustrations 
—that on evil speaking, for example, 
pictures the little girl who said she 
had been a peacemaker “because I knew 
something I didn’t tell.” The volume is 
not small and its 250 pages are packed 
with both the sincere milk and the 
strong meat of the Word. 


Philippians Through the Revelation. 
(An Expanded Translation of the New 
Testament, Vol. III.) By Kenneth S. 
Wuest. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Pro- 
fessor Wuest continues his helpful “ex- 
panded translations” of the New Testa- 
ment, and with this volume concludes 
the series. For each book there is a 
preface in which interesting facets of 
the translation.are explained, and then 
the text follows. The author calls his 
work “a commentary translation.” This 
is accurate. He has gone beyond the 
usually accepted limits of a translation 
and has incorporated his own inter- 
pretation into the text. This is why 
he insists.that his work be used along 
with the King James Version, never 
as a substitute for it. For example, 
he translates and comments on Hebrews 
6:4 as follows: “For it is impossible in 
the case of those who have been once 
for all enlightened, and have both 
tasted of the heavenly gift and have 
become companions of the Holy Spirit 
[willingly being led along towards the 
act of faith in the pre-salvation work 
of the Holy Spirit] .. .” 

We have here then not only a trans- 
lation by a well-known Greek scholar, 
but also the fruits of many years of 
study of the sacred text. Here is a use- 
ful book for those who,do not know 
Greek. 


The Doctrine of the Prophets. (War- 
burtonian Lectures, 1886-1890.) By A. 
F. Kirkpatrick. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.95.) Stressing 
both the naturalness and the supernat- 
uralness of the Old Testament prophets, 
the author’s purpose was “to give some 
account to the work of the prophets in 
relation to their own times; to show, 
letting each of them, as far as is pos- 
sible, speak for himself, the contribu- 
tion made by each to the progress of 
revelation: to point out the unity in 
variety, and variety in unity, of their 
teaching, testifying alike to the one di- 
vine Source from which their inspira- 
tion was derived, and to the diversity 
in human instruments through which 
He willed to communicate His message.” 
Each Old Testament prophetic Writing 
is considered in these eighteen lectures. 
Much valuable material on the prophet 


‘—his time, style, personality, message, 


and the like—is presented. Occasion- 
ally a conclusion is adduced that is 
unacceptable to today’s conservatism, 
ie, the dual authorship of Zechariah 
and Isaiah. In the main, however, the 
work is objective and _ constructive, 
thereby offering some service to the 


Lesson for March 6 


student of the Prophets. Author Kirk- 
patrick was a firm believer in Messianic 
prediction, and his lectures carefully 
demonstrate the practical, doctrinal, and 
apologetic value of prophecy. 


Martyr of the Catacombs. Anony- 
mous. (Good News Publishers, West- 
chester, Ill., 50 cents, paper.) In 1876, 
Captain Richard Roberts discovered in 
an abandoned sailing vessel a book 
with the above title. The captain’s 
son who is the present owner has al- 
lowed its condensation for the Chris- 
tian Readers Club: The story features 
a Roman soldier, Marcellus, who 
watched a stalwart Christian die in 
the arena at Rome. Later, commis- 
sioned: to search out and arrest all 
Christians, Marcellus compelled the 
boy, Pollio, to guide him’*into the cata- 
combs. There the precious meeting of 
believers proved so convincing that 
Marcellus was swept into the Christian 
faith. Soon he was baptized and given 
a place at the Lord’s table. When 
Pollio was arrested, Marcellus offered 
himself as a substitute with the result 
that he, too, was martyred—one of in- 
numerable corns of wheat that died 
but to bring forth fruit. This is a power- 
ful tale that brings to every reader 
new meaning to faith. : 


Behold the Lamb of God. By Robert 
H. ‘Heckart, Th.M., D.D. (The Higley 
Press, Butler, Ind., $1.50.) Dr. Heckart, 
who “was converted at the age of eleven 
and entered the gracious experience of 
heart purity at seventeen,” here offers 
a compilation of truly Christ-centered 
and Bible-based radio messages. Al- 
though his volume is primarily devo- 
tional in nature, it is pervaded with a 
strong evangelistic flavor. Hard, in- 
deed, is the heart that can read this 
brief treatise concerning Christ in eter- 
nity, incarnation, life’s work, Geth- 
semane, judgment, crucifixion, resur- 
rection, mediation, second advent, and 
final judgment and reign, without truly 
beholding the Lamb of God. Yet, as 
the author reminds us, “The rich man 
continues to gaze at his wealth, the 
Pharisee looks approvingly at himself, 
the moral man beholds*his good deeds, 
the hypocrite casts his critical glances 
at his. neighbors, and the worldly 
minded individual peers at his pleasure; 
but a few—the true Christians—behold 
the Lamb of God and.see in Him, the 
Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, 
the Bright and Morning Star, the fairest < 
of ten thousand to the soul.” And we 
thank God for another opportunity to 
glimpse the Lamb of God as He is 
reverently: portrayed in this book. 


The Maid and Her Pail of Milk. By 
Katherine Evans. (Albert Whitman & 
Co., Chicago 6; $2.25.) This story, -based 
upon one of Aesop’s fables, is told 
largely through lively and big, gay 
colored pictures. Anna and her mother, 
in quaint Swedish dress, milk their one 
cow, and Anna carries the bucket of 
milk to town on her head, to sell it. Here 
she sees many girls in pretty dresses. 
She plans joyfully to buy some eggs 
from the farmer with the money, hatch 
them under the old setting hen, sell 
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them, and with the money buy herself 

a gay, new dress that will make the 
boys turn and look at her. She also 
wanted to get a new Easter hat and 
shoes with heels and shiny buttons. All 
went well until she tossed her head, 
and the pail fell and the milk was all 
gone, illustrating the old adage, “Never 
count your chickens before they are 
hatched.” 

All the Birds of the Bible. By Alice 
Parmelee. (Harper & Bros., New York 
16; $4.95.) Evidently Miss Parmelee has 
searched out all the references to 
specific birds and to birds in general 
in the Bible and commented on them 
in this interestimg illustrated volume. 
Many of the illustrations are taken from 
quaint old masterpieces and some from 
contemporary photographs. Many Bible 
quotations are included in the text, 
often taken from the Revised Standard 
Version. There are two helpful, in- 
dexes, one of names and subjects, and 
one of Bible bird references, including 
the Apocrypha. Miss Parmelee makes 
frequent allusions to the evolutionary 
theory and apparently believes in it. 
However, she speaks reverently of the 
Lord Jesus as the Son of God and the 
Saviour and often draws good lessons 
from bird life. For instance, speaking 
of the wonders of migration, she says, 
“Who but God could guide these birds 
and give them the navigating equip- 
ment of their tiny brains?” “We shall 
always join with Jeremiah and Job in 
attributing the seasonal comings and 
goings of birds along their ancestral 
migration routes to the wisdom and 
providence of God.” She gives inter- 
esting new light on Bible birds from 
her own observation in the Near East 
and extensive research in the works of 
ornithologists. Sunday school teachers, 
Bible teachers, and ministers will find 
here many good side lights on the 
birds of the Bible. For example, there 
are nearly twenty references to the spar- 
row in the index. 


Ruth. By Charles E. Fuller, D. D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.) Ruth is one of the literary gems 
of the Bible. This short story has al- 
ways been regarded as one of the most 
beautiful in all literature. All Chris- 
tians will rejoice in this exposition that 
brings out so clearly the work of our 
divine Kinsman-Redeemer, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Dr. Fuller is best known 
as the founder of the Old-Fashioned 
Revival Hour broadcast, which has an 
audience reaching from coast to coast 
and now around the world. He is also 
the founder of the Fuller Theological 
Seminary of Pasadena, Calif. He finds 
in Ruth the faith that saves and also 
the faith that builds the disciple into 
a well-rounded Christian character. 

Dr. Fuller says about this lovely part 
of God’s Word: “The primary reason 
why we should acquaint ourselves with 
this little Book is not for its literary 
appeal, but because it is a part of God’s 
inspired Word. There are many lessons 
that the Spirit of God will teach the 
devout student of Ruth if he will submit 
his mind to the wisdom and truth that , 
it contains.” If you desire the fruit of 
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the Spirit, your faith will receive a real 
lift here. . 

The Topical- Concordance of Vital 
Doctrines. Edited by D. M. Miller. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
50 cents, board.) Twenty-one major 
areas of doctrine are dealt with in 
outline fashion, listing several perti- 
nent Scripture verses for each heading. 
While it is designed primarily for mis- 
sionaries lacking large reference works, 
this handbook will be helpful to any- 
one who lacks a concordance or topical 
Bible. By the use of small-sized print, 
wide margins are supplied for additional 
notes and references in this thirty-two 
page volume. 

Pictorial Profile of the Holy Land. 
By J. E. Holley and Carolyne F. Holley. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., $5.95.) This is 
a fascinating and unusual book, con- 
sisting of 248 7”x7”, up-to-date, beau- 
tiful, and clear photographs of Bible 
Land places of interest. The pictures 
are reproduced from the negatives in 
the Great Holy Land Library by G. 


Eric Matson and are used by his per- 
mission. The authors accept the his- 
torical accuracy of the Bible accounts 
and they are evidently quite familiar 
with all of the places pictured. They 
are most reverent in handling the 
sacred narrative. There are six or 
seven lines of explanation accompany- 
ing each photograph, and also a thumb- 
nail map so that the place may be 
quickly located. “These pictures live: 
there is a vitality in them that gives 
the reader a sense of being there, on 
the spot. This is no photographer’s holi- 
day: it is the rgsult of a lifetime dedi- 
cated to the task of making visible the 
footsteps of the Master in the home- 
land of three great faiths—the heart- 
land of humanity.” There are a very 
few inaccuracies in the descriptions of 
the pictures. The most glaring one de- 
scribes Endor as the place “where the 
bewildered King Saul engaged a witch 
to call Elijah from the dead to advise 
him.” 

(Continued on page 155) 


2. Paul Kanamori, the Moody of Japan 


When God spoke through 
the death of his wife 


T WAS hard at first for Kanamori to 

see all his experiences with Christ as 
delusions, and to deny the peace and 
security which had been his through 
the years, but he seemed forced along 
irresistibly into this new path. Finally 
he emerged a full-fledged disciple of 
“another gospel.” 

During his preaching years he had 
married a woman whose faith was as 
strong as his. They had a happy Chris- 
tian home and several children. His 
wife could not travel the new path 
with him but clung to her faith and 
prayed for him to return to his. 

Paul Kanamori was an honest unbe- 
liever. When he no longer personally 
held Christian views he could not hon- 
estly preach and teach them as though 
he did, so he resigned from the .Uni- 
versity and from his church. For 
twenty-three years he was a prodigal 
son far from his Father’s house. 

He translated books on Higher Crit- 
icism from the German language into 
Japariese and wrote one himself. He 
traveled the length and breadth of his 
native islands lecturing, teaching, and 
writing, and striving in every way open 
to him to tear down faith in the Gospel 
that had saved him, and for which he 
and his friends had suffered so much in 
their teen-age days. 

God yearned over him just as the 
father of the New Testament’s prodigal 
son yearned over him, and volumes of 
prayer rose in his behalf. 

One day Mrs. Kanamori became ill 
and as she grew steadily worse, Paul was 
sent for and came home to be with her. 

As he sat at her bedside talking with 
her she suddenly died. His mind raced 
to follow her and then recoiled. 
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By MIGNON B. RIMMER 


“Where is she? Here one moment— 
gone the next. Where?” Unbelief had 
no answer. He could speculate only. 
Years ago he would have bowed his 
head and said, “She is with the Lord,” 
and would have been at peace. 

He had very little influence over his 
children. In fact, he was to them al- 
most a stranger. The suddenness of 
their grief made them frantic and they 
resented having to turn to him. The 
one who had taught them and nur- 
tured them was gone, and their lone- 
liness was that of desperation. 

They asked him questions that he 
answered by using words of faith that 
he did not believe. He had to. There 
was no. other way to comfort them. 

The youngest girl asked, “Will Mother 
come back some day?” 

“No,” he answered. 
forever.” 

“Well,” she said, “you go away and 
stay a long time but you always come 
back. Why can’t Mother come back?” 

He hesitated for a moment or two, 
and then said, “Mother has gone to 
work for God. He has given her a job 
today.” 

Quickly her answer came. “Well you 
go and do what God wants Mother to do 
and let her come home.” 

Suddenly, as though struck by a blow, 
he caught his breath and whispered to 


“She has gone 


_ himself, “Supposing I had been called? 
She was ready,” and he knew that he . 


was not prepared to meet God in his 
unbelief. ; 

In that instant God spoke to him. The 
years of unbelief faded as though they 
had never been, and he dropped to his 
knees like Thomas of old crying aloud, 
“My Lord, and my God!” 
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he was able therefore to comfort his 
children. The sorrow was divided be. 
cause they shared it. 

It was not long however, before ter- 
rible remorse gripped him as he looked 
back over those long years at the in- 
calculable harm he had done to the 
cause of Christ. He wanted to undo 
what he had done, but the immensity 
of the task filled him almost with des- 
peration. 

The works of “wood, hay, stubble” 
must all be burned, and he must re. 
build with “gold, silver, precious 
stones.” How? 

Immediately he took a public stand 
for Christ and evangelical Christianity, 
Some doubted him. Like that other 
Paul when “he assayed to join himself 
to the disciples,” they did not trust him, 
“and believed not that he was a dis- 
ciple” again. 

He wrote a sermon, which he titled 
“God, Sin, and Salvation” and which 
took him three hours to preach. It com- 
passed all that was necessary for any- 
one to know and believe in order to be 
saved. He preached it in parks, in 
buildings, in churches, in the rain, and 
in the sunshine—any place where the 
Japanese would gather to listen. They 
did listen, and thousands of them stood 
the whole three hours completely spell- 
bound by his wonderful message. His 
heart and soul were in what he was 
saying and his audiences knew it. 

He found a Christian printer who 
printed the sermon in a simple little 
pamphlet to be sold for five cents. By 
doing this he felt that those who could 
not hear him could read his message 
‘and so have at least a chance for eternal 
life in Christ. 


When I heard him tell his story at the’ 


end of four years, he had preached his 
three-hour sermon in forty of Japan’s 
forty-seven provinces; he had preached 
to three hundred thirteen thousand peo- 
ple, and forty-eight thousand had made 
a response of:some kind when he called 
for a decision as he finished his message. 
That amounted to one out of six. who 
considered the claims of Christ. 

Japan had a population of sixty mil- 
lion then, and he prayed that the Lord 
would let him live long enough to reach 
everyone either with his spoken word 
or his printed message. This gave him 
a potential response of ten million souls. 

“Did he accomplish it?” you ask, and 
I answer “I don’t know.” His message 
for Christ was not welcome among the 
friends of his unbelieving days and 
many obstacles were placed in his path. 

However, he did his best. During 
these years the Christians of the world 
honored him by conferring upon him 
the title of “Moody of Japan.” 

At the end of twenty years, in 1938, 
he retired at the age of eighty. Surely 
God welcomed him home with, “Well 
done thou good and faithful servant,” 
and multitudes of Japanese Christians 
who had gone on before him, and those 
who have entered into everlasting life 
since, could chant, “Amen and amen.” 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ATHOLIC Newspapers and Maga- 

zines.—The Catholic Press Associa- 
tion reports a record high circulation of 
Roman Catholic newspapers and maga- 
zines, reaching a total for one year of 
24,273,972. The Catholic Press Directory 
lists 580 Catholic publications in the 
United States, and 39 in Canada, with a 
combined circulation of 1,308,798. 


Iraq Without Resident Missionaries? 
—With the departure of Dr. and Mrs. 
Pat Kennedy of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance Mission, from Iraq, it may be 
that this land of more than five million 
souls, the land once known as Babylon, 
is without a resident evangelical mis- 
sionary. 


Opposition to the Gospel in Indonesia. 
—The propagation of the Gospel ir 
Indonesia is meeting with severe op- 
position. The Far East News Service 
reports that new laws regarding the 
importation of Indonesian literature 
have made Indonesian Bibles unobtain- 
able. The supply of the Indonesia Bible 
Society is exhausted. Old Testaments 
have not been on the market there for 
the last four years and less than five 
per cent of the Christians of Indonesia 
today possess Old Testaments. Mission- 
aries applying for visas for this vast 
area are being turned down, four of 
them within the last few weeks. The 
most recent decree forbids all for- 
eigners from living in the center of 
Djakarta. 


False advertising of Tobacco and 
Liquor.—There is no greater mass of 
deception poured out every twenty-four 
hours in his country in the various 
media of communication reaching mil- 
lions of people at any given time than 
the lies that are being told and the 
false promises made concerning smok- 
ing and drinking. The ads of the brew- 
ing companies are so false that the 
United States Government has entered 
in to put a stop to some of them, 
especially those advertisements appear- 
ing in many of our most widely cir- 
culated magazines, such as Life, Look, 
The Saturday Evening Post, etc., under 
the heading “Good for you.” Mr. 
Dwight A. Avis, director of the Alcohol 
and Tobacco Tax Unit of the United 
States Treasury Department, charges 
that this advertising campaign is mis- 
leading, and so irrefutable are the facts 
he presents that the United States 
Brewers’ Foundation has decided to 
obey the edict of the Government to 
cancel this particular series of adver- 
tisements. 


Jewish Note—In talking to both 
Jews and Christians in London, I have 
received the general impression that 
loyalty to the customs and services of 
Judaism on the part of Jews is declin- 
ing. But the statistics relating to the 
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recent Jewish holidays, Yom Kippur, 
etc.,, would contradict this pessimistic 
note, though, of course, unusually high 
attendance at church or synagogue serv- 
ices is not necessarily a synonym for 
a deepening of spiritual life, or a new 
love for the Word of God. 

The United Synagogue in London, 
with a total adult membership of 36,000, 
reported that at all services during the 
holidays, the total attendance was 
45,000. In eighty synagogues in London, 
it was necessary to hold over one hun- 
dred separate services, in addition to 
those held in theaters and other public 
buildings. Services for children and 
young people of the United Synagogue 
were attended by an additional 6,000. 
In the synagogues connected with the 
Federation of Synagogues, the attend 
ance is estimated to have reached 
nearly 25,000, in addition to 3,000 wor- 
shipers at the West London Synagogue 
(Reformed) and 2,000 at the Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue in St. John’s Wood. 


The whole continent of Europe is in 
urgent need, probably more so than at 
any time since the Reformation 400 
years ago, of a vigorous testimony. to 
the Gospel of the grace of God. Of 
38,000 communities in France, towns 
and villages, there are only 2,000 that 
have any kind of Protestant witness, 
which means that 36,000 villages, for 
the most part, are not hearing of the 
redeeming Gospel of a crucified, risen, 
and returning Saviour. There are 50,000 
Roman Catholic churches in France, but 
only 895 resident pastors and evangelists. 


Inter-Varsity at Toronto University. 
—I had to open a paper published in 
London, The Life of Faith, to learn 
about a notable recent movement 
among students in a university in a city 
in our own American continent, for I 
had not seen a single reference to this 
significant episode in any American 
newspaper. 

I am referring to the mission to the 
University of Toronto promoted by the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
During the early days of this mission, 
there was a good deal of opposition, but 
as the week proceeded, and students 
on the campus began to realize what 
was taking place and the importance 
of the messages, larger and larger 
crowds gathered. 

One of the amazing factors in this 
week at the University is that the 
messages were delivered by a Japanese, 
Dr. Masumi Toyotome. The large con- 
vocation hall frequently saw hundreds 
of students silently listening to the 
speaker’s solemn messages. The writer 
of the article, Dr. Ronald A. Ward, com- 
pares the atmosphere created by this 
speaker with that which was created by 
Dr. Campbell Morgan in his great days 
of Biblical exposition. 
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Along with Dr. Toyotome’s messages, 
faculty members from Toronto and 
other universities, gave short addresses 
at various colleges during the luncheon . 
hour. Many were also able to speak in 
the fraternity houses. 

I remember some years ago when one 
of the’ outstanding leaders of Inter- 
Varsity, went, as he told me himself, 
to see an officer high up in the staff of 
the University of Toronto to get per- 
mission to present the Gospel to those 
University students, and met with this 
shocking statement. “Mr. , there 
are three kinds of fools in this world. 
Just plain fools, then big fools, then 
d. fools, and you belong in the last 
group.” Well, I don’t know where that 
officer is today, but I do know this Gos- 
pel that he hated is still gripping the 
hearts of men and women. 


Taking the Gospel to Swedish “Teddy 
Boys.”—Mrs. Grace Winston of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, in her well- 
worth-reading “My Sheet,” tells of the 
following successful effort to reach 
young men of reckless tendencies. 

“A Swedish Navigator pal of George 
Winston’s tells of a successful effort 
to reach ‘Teddy Boys’ who riot on week 
ends. He trained forty young Christians 
for weeks, hired a cafe like those they 
frequent. After prayer, the forty went 
hunting, armed with two tickets apiece. 
A bouncer at the door admitted only 
ticket holders. Seated between Chris- 
tians,. the wild ones’ steam was dissi- 
pated. Testimonies of former bad boys, 
music, and a seven-minute Gospel talk 
was followed by hot dogs and Coca Cola! 
Then exit. Real conversions have re- 
sulted. They join the church and tes- 
tify in the cafe. Now the pastor has to 
have two bouncers to keep out those 
without tickets! The news gets around. 
This fellow is a Swede and knows his 
own city. Time has told of these gangs 
in Sweden, inspired by Elvis Presley! 
Thank God, the answer is the same— 
‘Jesus saves!’” 








“No Room in the Inn.”—One would 
think, in a time fraught with so much 
danger and uncertainty, that Western 
nations would want to manifest in every 
possible way their faith in the only God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and in His Son through whom alone we 
have true hope. How strange then that .: 
the British Minister of Works, Mr. Hugh 
Molson, should have issued a decree 
forbidding the placing of a nativity 
crib in Trafalgar Square because, said 
the government, the idea “was likely 
to provoke controversy and public dis- 
order.” The request to place this crib 
in this conspicuous place was made by 
the Vicar of the famous St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields, and was backed by the Brit- 
ish Council of Churches. The Vicar was 
absolutely right in saying: “If in the 
Capital of a Christian country, we can- 
not have a crib because we cannot con- 
trol crowds or because it would -cause 
distress among extremists, then I think 
it is a great pity. I don’t know what we 
are coming to.” The London Times ac- 
count of this incident was under the 
headline, “No Room in the Inn.” 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 6. GOD'S PROTECTING PROVIDENCE 


Acts 22:30 to 23:35; printed text, 23:6-11, 16-24 


Golden Text.—God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.—Psa. 46:1 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Acts 23:6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the coun- 
cil, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: 
of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in ques- 
tion. 

7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension be- 
tween the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude 
was divided. 

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, 
neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 

9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were 
of the Pharisees’ part arose, and strove, saying, We find no 
evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to 
him, let us not fight against God. 

10 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief cap- 
tain, fearing lest Paul should have been .pulled in pieces of 
them, commanded the soldiers to go dowr?®, and to take him 
by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle. 

11 And the night following the Lord stood by him; and 
said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me 
in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also’ at Rome. 


16 And when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their lying in 
wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and 
said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he 
hath a certain thing to tell him. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


inate him at any cost. 


18 So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, 
and said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and prayed 
me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something 
to say unto thee. 

19 Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went 
with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou 
hast to tell me? . 

20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that 
thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into the council, 
as though they would enquire somewhat of him more per- 
fectly. 

21 But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie in wait 
for him of them more than forty men, which have bound 
themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink 
till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking 
for a promise from thee. 

22 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and 
charged him, See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed 
these things to me. 

23 And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make 
ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen 
threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third 
hour of the night; 

24 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, 
and bring him safe unto Felix the governor. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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“as wise” as a serpent (cf. Matt. 10:16). 
He expected no justice from this hos- 


The secret de- 


By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


NE step nearer Rome: this is the 
O general theme of the passage. It 

was the divine purpose that Paul 
should reach the capital of the empire, 
from which as a distributing center the 
Gospel would be sent to the ends of 
the earth. 

But the specific theme is Paul’s exit 
from Jerusalem. Previous chapters 
stress his eagerness to reach the sacred 
city (e.g., Acts 20:16; 21:13, 14). His 
arrival initiated a series of events 
which, apart from the Lord’s watchful 
care, might have ended disastrously. 
The rites of purification in the Temple, 
the suspicious enmity of Jews from Asia 
Minor, the seizure of Paul and his 
rescue in the nick of time: these were 
links in a chain that led the apostle 
under strong Roman escort out of the 
city by night and down to Caesarea, 88 
miles away. 

Paul’s appearance before the San- 
hedrin attests his fearlessness (23:3) 
and keen insight into the doctrinal is- 
sues which divided the court (v. 6). 
He was a chosen vessel fulfilling his 
function of witnessing nobly and skill- 
fully. The foul plot hatched in the 
fertile brains of his foes (vv. 12, 21) 
shows the fury of the Jews against 
Paul and their determination to elim- 
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parture of the apostle and his armed 
guard reveals the explosive situation 
in Jerusalem at Pentecost and the de- 
termination of the captain (who 
avowedly rescued Paul “having under- 
stood that he was a Roman,” v. 27; but 
cf. 22:24, 27!) to act with dispatch. 

But above and beyond all this is seen 
the loving hand of the Lord shielding 
His dear servant from harm and lead- 
ing him surely toward the accomplish- 
ment of his Heaven-appointed task. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 23:6.—“But when Paul perceived 
... one part were Sadducees, .. . the 
other Pharisees, he cried out ....I ama 
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the 
hope and resurrection of the dead I am 
called in question.” The Sanhedrin 
(religious council of the Jews) included 
the naturalistic, skeptical Temple aris- 
tocracy (Sadducees) and the formal, 
legalistic Pharisees. Paul was opposed 
to the Pharisees’ hypocrisy (as was his 
Lord, cf. Matt. 23:25). But he never 
denied his training as a Pharisee- (cf. 
Phil. 3:5); nor upon becoming a Chris- 
tian had he been excommunicated from 
the Pharisaic group. Here he is being 








Dr. Woodbridge has ye yey printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
. ae folder to The NEWS, Curwens- 
ville, Pa. 
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tile court; hence he would divide it by 
an appeal to doctrines which were valid 
but on which the two parties disagreed. 


Verse 7.—“. . . there arose a dissension 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees 
. the multitude was divided.” Paul 
was brought before the council because 
of his convictions concerning (1) Is- 
rael’s “hope,” fulfilled in Christ; (2) 
the resurrection of believers, guaran- 
teed by his Saviour’s resurrection. His 
statement to this effect (in v. 6) pro- 
duced the desired result: the court was 
sharply “divided” (“schism” is derived 
from the Greek word used here). 


Verse 8.—“. . . the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection ...angel... 
spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.” 
Luke the author knew that Gentiles as 
well as Jews would read Acts. Hence 
he explains the doctrinal situation con- 
fronting Paul (cf. Luke 20:27). “Both” 
refers to the two categories: (1) expec- 
tation concerning the future (resurrec- 
tion); and (2) existence of incorporeal, 
invisible beings. 

Verse 9.—‘“And there arose a great 
cry ... the scribes ... of the Pharisees’ 
part ... strove, saying, We find no evil 
in this man... if a spirit or an angel 
hath spoken to him, let us not fight 
against God.” Better, “What if a spirit 
or angel hath spoken .... ?” Legal 
members of the Pharisees’ viewpoint 
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felt their hostility to Paul tempered by 
their disagreement with the Sadducees. 
They recalled Paul’s description of his 
conversion (22:6, 7). If he shared their 
views concerning unseen beings (and 
was thus orthodox), he might conceiv- 
ably be telling the truth after all. 


Verse 10.—*“. . . when there arose .a 
great dissension, the chief captain, fear- 
ing lest Paul should have been pulled 
in pieces .. . commanded the soldiers to 
go down... take him by force ... bring 
him into the castle.” The disagreement 
of verse 7 now became a violent up- 
roar. Paul’s assailants and defenders 
seized him and pulled him in opposite 
directions. The captain (chiliarch, 
Greek, commander of 1,000 men) issued 
a swift order to the soldiers stationed 
in the barracks northwest of the Temple 
court in the tower of Antonia to come 
“down” the intervening flight of stairs 
(cf. 21:40), rescue Paul and take him 
into protective custody. 

Verse 11.—“. . . the night following 
the Lord stood by him .. . said, Be of 
good cheer, Paul . . . as thou hast tes- 
tified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou 
bear witness ... at Rome.” In critical 
hours of Paul’s life similar words of 
encouragement were heard (cf. 18:9, 10; 
27:23, 24). “Bear witness” is marturesai 
(Greek, whence “martyr”). Paul had 
hoped to go to Rome (cf. Rom. 1:10; 
15:23, 24). Enemies in Jerusalem 
seemed to block his path. Our Lord’s 
words were reassuring. 


Verse 16.—‘. . . when Paul’s sister’s 
son heard of their lying in wait, he... 
entered into the castle, and told Paul.” 
This is the only mention in Acts of 
Paul’s relatives in Jerusalem. The fact 
that he dwelt with Mnason (21:16) sug- 
gests that his sister may have left the 
city. The ease with which his nephew 
reached him indicates that as a Roman 
citizen he was not treated as a brigand 
but was accessible upon legitimate re- 
quest. 


Verse 17.—“. . . Paul called one of the 
centurions . . . said, Bring this young 
man unto the chief captain... he hath 
a certain. thing to tell him.” Paul 
He does not tell the 
centurion (leader of 100 soldiers) about 
the plot lest it become common knowl- 
edge, but requests that the commander 
himself be informed. His previous con- 
versation with the “chiliarch” (21:37- 
40) had probably convinced him ‘that 
the commander was reliable and en- 
ergetic. 

Verse 18.—“‘So he ... brought him to 
the chief captain . . . said, Paul the 
prisoner... prayed me to bring this 
young man unto thee, who hath some- 
thing to say . .’.” Paul’s attitude, plus 
his Roman citizenship, persuaded the 
centurion to heed his request. “Paul 
the prisoner”: this title later becomes 
a noble appellation which the apostle 
applied to himself gladly and with dig- 
nity (eg., Eph. 3:1; 4:1; Philem. 1, 9). 


Verse 19.—“. . . the chief captain took 
him by.the hand ... went... aside 
privately, and asked ... What is that 
thou hast to tell me?” Taking the 
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Last Week’s Lesson ™ 


9. February 28.—A Prisoner for. Christ. 
Acts 21:17 to 22:29 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 13.—Before Governors and 
PIS cick tancdp asta ivetecasotaiens Acts 24 to 26 








young man by the hand was a gesture 
of friendly interest. It engendered con- 
fidence. The captain suspected that the 
news concerned Paul. Publicity might 
have betrayed whatever means he might 
deem wise to meet a possible emer- 
gency. 

Verse 20.—“. he said, The Jews 
have agreed to desire thee .. : bring 
down Paul to morrow into the council, 
as though they would enquire some- 
what of him more perfectly.” The 
statement that Paul’s enemies wanted 
him once more before the Sanhedrin 
seemed plausible. They were given to 
intricate doctrinal questioninigs and 
cross-examinations. Moreover, they 
were a sly and clever lot. The captain 
was not likely to be deceived by their 
request. 

Verse 21.—“. do not thou yield 
unto them... there lie in wait ... more 
than forty men, which have. bound 
themselves ... that they will neither 
eat nor drink till they have killed him: 
and now are they ready .’ The 
nephew urged the captain on four 
grounds: (1) the fact of the united 
hostile resolve; (2) its solemnity (the 
oath); (3) its urgency (their refrain- 
ing from food); (4) the expectation 
that the captain would be deceived 
(they were “ready”). 

Verse 22.—“So the chief captain... 
charged him, See thou tell no man that 
thou hast shewed these things to me.” 
Why was the captain convinced? Be- 
cause assassins and plots abounded at 
Pentecost; the Jews had twice shown 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY did the Roman captain bring 
F Paul before the Sanhedrin? 

2. It what way was Paul’s reaction 
to the high priest different from our 
Lord’s? 

3..What two basic doctrinal convic- 
tions divided Sadducees from Phari- 
sees? 

4. How did Paul cause dissension in 
the Sanhedrin? 

5. In what respect was his divisive 
assertion true? 

6. What specific promise did the 
Lord make to Paul in the castle? 

7. Concerning the plot against Paul: 
How many men made it; how did they 
seal it; what was its nature? 

8. Name three facts proved by the 
conversation of Paul’s nephew with the 
Roman captain. 

9. When and under what circum- 
stances did Paul leave Jerusalem? 

10. Where and to whom was he sent? 


(Answers on page 154) 
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their ruthless hatred of Paul; Paul was 
a Roman citizen and deserved protec- 
tion; even if the nephew were lying, 
the captain could afford to take no 
chances. Secrecy was essential if his 
counterscheme should succeed. 


Verse 23.—“. . . he called . . . two 
centurions, saying, Make ready two 
hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea... 
horsemen threescore and ten . . . spear- 
men two hundred, at the third hour of 
the night.” Caesarea, on the Mediter- 
ranean coast aout 88 miles northwest 
of Jerusalem, was the headquarters of 
the Roman procurator of Judea. Four 
hundred and seventy men were to es- 
cort Paul out of Jerusalem: 200 heavy 
armed infantry; 70 members of the cav- 
alry; 200 light-armed _  foot-soldiers 
(right-armed graspers, Greek, i.e., of 


spears). They were to be ready at 
9 p. m. 
Verse 24.—“. ... provide them beasts, 


that they. may set Paul on. ... bring 
him safe unto Felix the governor.” 
Several animals were to be prepared 
in order that Paul might change his. 
mounts on the journey. Felix became 
procurator in A.D. 53.. He was known 
for his immorality, but also for his 
decisiveness in dealing with complex 
situations. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Paul before the Sanhedrin (22:30 to 
23: 10) 

2. Paul reassured by his Lord (v. 11) 

3. Paul rescued from his foes (vv. 12-31) 

4. Paul arriving in Caesarea (vv. 32-35) . 


The Heart of the Lesson 

For years Paul had the conviction 
that he must some day witness in Rome 
(e.g., Rom. 15:22-29). But,now that he 
had arrived in Jerusalem it seemed that 
his hopes were dashed and plans 
thwarted. A howling mob, shrieking 
for his life, almost murdered him on 
the castle stairs (Acts 21:35). And 
later the Sanhedrin, a Hebrew religious 
court appointed to act sedately and 
with dignity, almost tore him to pieces 
(23:10). This was a far cry from a 
missionary tour to Rome. Humanly 
speaking the situation was desperate, 
indeed impossible. 

But Paul was not dismayed. His 
blessed Lord, ever by his side, reassured 
him with words of solid comfort. No 
matter what the odds against him, he 
would “bear witness also at Rome” (v. 
11). Neither a ruthless horde nor a 
frustrated high priest (v. 2), nor a 
seething Sanhedrin could defeat the 
will of God. Paul would be shielded 
from harm until his life mission was 
achieved. What a blessed thought -for 
all God’s servants! 

The major instrument chosen of the 
Lord to protect Paul was the arm of 
Roman military might. An alert cap- 
tain was in charge of alerted troops. 
His quick intervention saved the day. 
His willingness to heed Paul’s nephew 
was fortunate. His formation of an 
armed escort and the forced march of 
the company by night to Antipatris 
down on the plain—all this was under 
the sovereign direction of the Lord. 
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Claudias Lysias was disposing his 
troops. ‘But God was in command of 
the situation. The Almighty was using 
human instruments in furthering His 
own divine plan. 


Topics for Development 

Paul and the High Priest (23:1-5). The 
apostle had scarcely begun his defense 
when Ananias ordered him smitten (vv. 
1, 2). Paul’s impetuous reply indicates 
his courage. It also shows that he was 
intensely human! (Cf. John 18:19-23.) 
When rebuked, he replied, “I wist not, 
brethren, that he was the high priest” 
(23:5). 

Paul was not recanting. His words 
are to be taken literally. Either his 
vision was impaired, or Ananias (whom 
Paul may never have seen before) was 
neither presiding nor clothed in his 
priestly garments, or in the confusion 
Paul was not sure who had issued the 
command to smite him. The apostle 


revered the Old Testament Law against ' 


reviling those in authority (Exod. 22: 
28).. He had no desire whatever un- 
necessarily to provoke resentment 
against himself or the Lord he 
represented. 


Practical Applications 

Can we take it? Unjust accusations 
and undeserved harm may hurt. But 
for Christ’s sake are we learning, if 
our own welfare only is at stake, to 
turn the other cheek? A soft answer 
still turns away wrath (Prov. 15:1). 

Are we alert to the difference be- 
tween truth and error? Over against 
the crass materialism of our day do we 
know exactly whom and what we be- 
lieve? 

“The Lord stood by him” (Acts 23: 
11). Foes had arisen and it was night! 
The loving presence of our wonderful 
Saviour appears more clearly when 
danger and darkness hover near. 

Family loyalty is to be cultivated. 
Paul’s nephew came to his rescue. Al- 
low no barrier to arise between your- 
self and those related to you. They 
should be among your dearest friends. 
- It took 470 troops to protect Paul! 
But, thank God, His angels are protect- 
ing His children from cradle to. the 
end of their divinely designated road. 


Golden Text 

Psa. 46:1—“God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trou- 
ble.” Face it: “man is born unto trou- 
ble” (Job 5:7). He needs positive 
strength to meet trials; a safe place of 
retreat, serenity and repose; and daily, 
hourly aid from above. All these are 
found in God. But note the word 
“our.” Only those who belong -to God 
through trust in Christ may enter inte 
the confidence this verse affords. 


Mepr1a, Pa. 


xe 


Delayed answers to prayer are not 
only trials of faith, but they give us 
opportunities of honoring God by our 
steadfast confidence in Him under ap- 
parent repulses.—C. H. Spurgeon. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“...I am a Pharisee, the son of @ 
Pharisee ... .” (Acts 23:6).—Professor 
Lumby, in his commentary, says: “St. 
Paul used this party spirit in a perfectly 
legitimate manner. What he did was 
not done merely to set them by the 
ears, but to secure an opportunity for 
speaking on that central doctrine of 
Christianity, the resurrection of the 
dead (cf. 24:21).” 

Instead of the expression, “the son of 
a Pharisee,” the A.S.V. has “a son of 
Pharisees.” “This reading has the ad- 
vantage of removing St. Paul’s lan- 
guage beyond the questioning which has 
sometimes been raised about it,” says 
Professor Lumby. “When he says, ‘a son 
of Pharisees,’ we see that he is stating 
that by descent and birth his family 
had for generations been members of 
that party.” 

“. . . of the hope and resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question” (Acts 
23:6).—This was not a mere party cry 
with the apostle. He truly believed in 
and preached “Jesus and the resur- 
rection” (17:18; 24:15). 

There is a real need of giving special 
emphasis to the fact that “there shall 
be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). Too 
many people are saying what a man 
said to me: “When you die, that is the 
end. You die like a beast of the field.” 
And many are requesting in their wills 
that their bodies be cremated and the 
ashes scattered to the four winds. 


“For the Sadducees say that there is 
no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit 
. . .” (Acts 23:8).—There is a host of 
modern Sadducees in Christendom to- 
day who assert the same thing. Man 
seems to be making a supreme effort 
to rid himself of all thought of a here- 
after, and of accountability toward God. 

At special convocation exercises held 
at the University of Chicago (Nov. ’59), 
an international biologist said: “All re- 
ligions are destined to disappear to 
make way for a new order of thinking. 
In the evolutionary pattern: of thought 
there is no longer either need or room 
for supernatural beings capable of af- 
fecting the course of events. 

“The earth was not created, it evolved 

.. Man can no longer .take refuge from 
his loneliness by creeping for shelter 
into the arms of a divinized father 
figure whom he has himself created, 
nor escape from the responsibility of 
making decisions by sheltering under 
the umbrella of divine authority, nor 
absolve himself from the hard task of 
meeting his present problems and plan- 
ning his future by relying on the will 
of an omniscient, but unfortunately in- 
scrutable providence.” . 

Modern Sadducees may call this “a 
new order of thinking”; but with Bible 
in hand, we know it is a form of ancient 
infidelity. The Psalmist said of the 
wicked, “All his thoughts are, There 
is no God” (10:4, A.S.V.). 

“ . . the Lord stood by him, and 
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said, Be of good cheer... .” (Acts 23: 
11).—What a great cheer it was to Paul 
to hear this salutation, the night follow- 
ing the time. when he was about to be 


“pulled in pieces” by a dissenting mob! | 


Was he filled with fears? The Lord’s 
“Be of good cheer” would dissolve them. 
Was he chiding himself over what 
seemed a lost opportunity? The Lord’s 
testimony, “Thou hast testified of me,” 
would relieve that feeling. Was he en- 
tertaining dark forebodings of the fu- 
ture? The Lord’s promise, “So must 
thou bear witness also at Rome,” would 
change them to rejoicing. 

“And when Paul’s sister’s son heard 
of their lying in wait he... told Paul” 
(Acts 23:16).—Paul’s nephew overheard 
the conspiracy of the “forty” to kill 
Paul! He told it to Paul, and Paul saw 
to it that the captain heard it. And the 
captain arranged a convoy of 470 armed 
men to take Paul safely to Caesarea! 
The Lord used the word of a boy in 
His providential deliverance of His 
servant! 

During the Civil War, it is said a 
farmer’s young son was walking along 
the edge of a field, and overheard Gen- 
eral Lee say, “I propose to attack at 
Gettysburg.” (Everyone thought the at- 
tack would be made at Harrisburg.) 

The boy told his father what he had 
heard. The father told the governor 
of the state. The governor summoned 
the boy, and had him tell the War Coun- 
cil. The Council acted on the boy’s 
story. All the world now knows the 
boy spoke the truth. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HyMNS 


“QO Worship the King” 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, Thou hast ever been the 
refuge and strength of Thy people, a 
very present help in need. For all 
Thou hast done in Thy love and mercy 
for our help we thank Thee, and most 
of all for sending Thy Son to save us 
from sin. Bless to us this lesson study 
before us that we may, rise from it able 
to say with Paul: “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” So may we 
meet life day by day in quiet certainty 
of Thy love and care. Bless all whose 
way is overshadowed by trouble today. 
Lift their hearts to trust and obey Thee. 
Help them as may be best for them. 
Forward the work of all faithful serv- 
ants of Christ and lead them from 
strength to strength in making known 
the Gospel. Revive Thy Church, bring 
the knowledge of Christ to people 
denied the Gospel till now, and dis- 
perse the powers of darkness arrayed 
against Christ and His cause. Forgive 
our sins, cleanse us frorh all that is evil, 
and lead us in ways of right and of 
charity for Thy dear Son’s sake. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—Paul felt he ought 
to take the Gospel to Rome and the 
Lord had assured him: he should, in spite 
of the trouble then holding him a 
prisoner (v. 11). Would God send an 
angel to free Paul, as He once had done 
for Peter? No, in this case God worked 
by providence not by miracle. He pro- 
tected Paul by using Paul’s nephew and 
Lysias, the chief captain. The nephew 
heard of the plot to murder Paul and 
passing on the news to Paul brought 
the young man into the presence of 
Lysias. Lysias was interested in doing 
something to correct his grave mistake 





Divine Deliverance 
NOT 


ut OFTEN BY trovine 


PROVIDENCE 
of threatening Paul, a Roman citizen, 
with scourging. He therefore took 
prompt and energetic measures for 
Paul’s safety, moving him under mili- 
tary guard from Jerusalem to Caesarea. 

Later Paul could look back and see 
God’s hand in all this, for the move to 
Caesarea proved to be the first step 
Romeward for Paul. Not by an angel, 
but through Paul’s nephew and through 
Lysias, God saved Paul in that time of 
danger, but it was as truly a work of 
God as when He saved Peter by an 
angel. “God moves in a mysterious 
way His wonders to perform.” Keep 
your eyes open for the merciful work- 
ings of God’s providence in your life. 
If, in all your ways you acknowledge 
God, He will direct your paths as surely 
as He did Paul’s. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I think it will be well 

for us to deal mainly with one char- 
acter in this lesson, Paul’s sister’s son. 
He is not named, neither is his mother. 
He must have been quite young, for 
three times in the record (Acts 23:16- 
22) he is spoken of as a “young man.” 
He suddenly appears in verse 16, does 
his important mission, and disappears’ 
in verse 22, never in the Bible record to 
be mentioned again. He is like a 
meteor that appears in the sky only 
for a brief instant, yet glows’ with 
brilliance while it lasts. But for this 
fragmentary passage, if I am not mis- 
taken, we would never know that Paul 
had a sister or a nephew, but here 
they are, nameless and unheralded 
though they be, the young nephew to 
do a very clever thing which resulted 
in saving the life of one of God’s most 
faithful and useful servants. And it was 
not without a serious hazard, for if the 
murderous Jews had known just what 


’ he was doing they would doubtless have 


done away with him. 

When Paul was taken before the 
“council” (the chief priests, scribes, and 
Tulers) for questioning, there were out- 
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» here is where this unnamed 





breaking threats against him, and it 
seemed they were about to do him bod- 
ily harm, so the chief captain, “fearing 
lest Paul should have been pulled in 
pieces of them, commanded the sol- 
diers to go down, and to take him by 
force from among them, and to bring 
him into the castle.” “And when it 
was day, certain of the Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under 
a curse, saying that they would neither 
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 
And they were more than forty which 
had made this conspiracy. And they 
came to the chief priests and elders 
and said, We have bound ourselves un- 
der a great curse, that we will eat 
nothing until we have slain Paul. Now 
therefore ye with the council signify 
to the chief captain that he bring him 
down unto you to morrow, as though 
ye would enquire something more ‘per- 
fectly concerning ‘him: and we, or ever 
he come near, are ready to kill him” 
(Acts 23: 12-15). 

Now it does not say just how, but 
“young 
man” comes upon the scene with in- 
spired strategy. In some way he learned 
of that murderous vow:and oath to kill 
his uncle, and he went immediately to 
the castle where Paul was confined 
and told him of it. Paul called one of 
the centurions and told him to bring 
this “young man” to the chief captain, 
for he hath something to tell him. This 
was done and “the chief captain took 
him by the hand, and went with him 
aside privately, and asked him, What 
is thaf thou hast to tell me?” and the 
boy told him all he had heard. Then 
the chief ‘captain got busy. “He called 
unto him two centurions, saying, Make 
ready two hundred soldiers to go to 
Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and 
ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the 
third hour of the night; and provide 
them beasts, that they may set Paul 
on, and bring him safe unto Felix the 
governor.” An army of 470 to accom- 
pany Paul and protect him from those 
assassins! The precautionary measures 
were promptly and safely carried out 
and Paul’s life was saved, to go on with 
his great mission. Somé of Paul’s most 
effective work was done after that. 

Now, fellows, this is what I want you 
to get. This young fellow was used of 
God as an important link in the career 
of God’s great servant, making it pos- 
sible for Paul to carry on. He goes 
down in history, unnamed and un- 
known except for this one brief incident, 
and doubtless you will see him one day 
in his honored place in Glory. You prob- 
ably will never be a millionaire nor a 
great statesman, orator, or industrial 
tycoon; but somewhere there is your 
niche of service already planned by the 
Lord, which if you keep on the alert 
for it you will certainly be used by 
Him, and it will give you more real 
satisfaction, real joy, than any experi- 
ence you will ever have. We common 
people do not get covered with confetti 
on Broadway, but we can have the far 
greater honor of hearing Him say one 
day, “Well done, good and faithful serv- 
ant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
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things, . . . enter thou into the joy of 


thy Lord.” 


LI cannot do it alone, the waves run fast and 


g 
The fogs. iy <3 chill around, the light goes out 
But - ad we two shall win in the end—Jesus 


Wayward and ys and weak, I change with 
the sens & 
Today so saf 


weak to t 
But He ne’er gives in, so we two shall win— 
Jesus and I. 


and brave—tomorrow, too 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The ee See Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadel 5 

A list of the lessons 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Wesley’s Courage.—God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in 
trouble (Psa. 46:1, Golden Text). It 
was in the year 1745, when, in the town 
of Falmouth, England, a howling mob 
filled the streets, trying to find the 
evangelist, John Wesley, and kill him. 
Deserted -by all his friends except a 
young servant girl, they heard the fierce 


or the year 1960 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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CAN YOU ANSWER 


Jehovah's Witnesses? 
: YOU CAN! 


Use the new booklet, 
j “i “Another Gospel” writ- 
* ten by the author of the 
) | book “Thirty Years A 
+, Watchtower Slave.” 
ce 15 for $1— 100 for $5 
The book — $2.95 
LIFE MESSENGERS 
mT er Box 1967-S Seattle 11, Wash. 


“| have found the 
Pilgrim Bible most helpful... 


the cross-references invite the com- 
parison proper for interpreting Scrip- 
ture by Scripture. This combination of 
scholarship and simplicity and faith in 
the Word is most refreshing.” 
—PIERSON CURTIS, Master, 
The Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, N. Y. 


The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
Plains God's Word while 
* you read. All notes, helps, 
etc. are presented with 
utmost simplicity and ap- 
pear on the-same page 
- with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this an- 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various bind- 


Th 





ings from $5.50, at your 
bookseller. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 





“OUR 


SUNDAY 


SCHOOL 
STARTED 
TO GROW, 


BUT | WAS CONCERNED” 

by Milford Sholund 
A young pastor, concerned with spirit- 
ual values amid Sunday School “activity,” 
heard Miss Henrietta C. Mears say, “I 
didn’t closely grade pupils, God did.” In a 
thoughtful article, he tells 
of Gospel Light’s Learn- 
1nG-Levet® Bible-teaching 
principle that revolution- 

ized his Sunday School. 


WRITE 
FOR 


FREE 


REPRINT 


Gospel Light 


PUBLICATIONS 
Dept.LH20, GLENDALE 5, CALIF. e MOUND, MINN. 
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‘share of trouble. 


yells as the mob broke into the house 
and the adjoining room. There was 
only a thin partition of wood between 
that and the room in which Wesley 
and the girl were, and the mob was 
battering at that partition. John Wes- 
ley, although one of the shortest and 
apparently feeblest of men, was a 
heroic soul, and he counted it better, 
after praying, to stand just where he 
was. Soon the whole partition fell 
down, and the howling mob was in the 
room before him. Then Wesley said qui- 
etly to them, “Here I am; which one 
of you has anything to say against 
me?” So impressed were they by the 
quiet courage of the little man that, 
without knowing what they did, they 
made way, and Wesley quietly walked 
through into the street, where he began 
to preach. As he spoke, the crowd be- 
came anxious to hear, and presently the 
very leaders of the mob—the “captains” 
of it, as he called them—gathered around 
him and shouted, “Not a man shall touch 
him; let him speak!” Later he wrote in 
his Journal, “I never saw before the hand 
of God so plainly shown as here.”— 
From Dr. R. F. Horton, in Christian 
World Pulpit. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. ° 


The Lord’s Peanut Butter.—God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble (Psa. 46:1, Golden Text). 
A friend of ours, a deeply religious 
woman, had experienced more than her 
She was valiantly 
trying to support her disabled husband 
and three small children, but the money 
she made from washing and ironing 
and caring for neighbors’ children was 
never enough. My wife and I decided 
we'd like to help, and purchased a 
large-sized order of groceries. Wishing 
to keep our gift anonymous, we placed 
it on Martha’s doorstep at an early hour. 
Later that day, accompanied by our 
five-year-old son, Danny, we paid our 
friend a casual visit. Martha’s eyes were 
still moist. “Isn’t the good Lord won- 
derful!” she beamed. “You know, I 
just didn’t see how we’d make it through 
the week. The cupboard was nearly 
bare. Then I ,remembered the Scrip- 
ture, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you.’ 
So—I asked—” She led us to the kitchen 
table piled high with jars and boxes 
and canned goods. Her eyes were like 
two shining stars. “And I received! 
It was a present from the Lord.” 
Danny edged close to the table. I saw 
that his finger was moving along the 
blue label of the large jar of peanut 
butter. As we drove home happy in 
the happiness we had helped bring to 
someone else, I felt a tug at my coat 
sleeve. “Daddy,” Danny said thought- 
fully, “you know something? The Lord 
gets His peanut butter from the same 
place we do.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 


Claiming the Larger Blessing.—But 
when Paul perceived that the one part 
were Sadducees, and the other Phari- 
sees, he cried out in the council, Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son 
of a Pharisee: of the hope and resur- 
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rection of the dead I am called rs 


question (Acts 23:6). We once hear 
a simple old colored .man say some. 
thing that we have never forgotten; 
“When God tests you, it is a good time 
to test Him by putting His promises to 
the proof, and claiming from Him just 
as much as your trials have rendered: 
necessary.” There are two ways of get- 
ting out of a trial. One is simply to 
try to get rid of the trial, and be 
thankful when it is over. The other is 
to recognize the trial as a challenge 
from God to claim a larger blessing 
than we have ever had, and to hail it 
with delight as an opportunity of ob- 
taining a larger measure of divine 
grace. Thus even the Adversary be- 
comes an auxiliary, and the things that 
seem to be against us turn out to be for 
the furtherance of our way. Surely, 
this is to be more. than conquerors 
through Him who loved us!—From A, 


B. Simpson. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 


Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


One Undeniable Argument.—For the 
Sadducees say that there is no resur- 
rection, neither angel, nor spirit: but 
the Pharisees confess both (Acts 23: 
8). A Christian woman told her min- 


_ ister she was “always getting into argu- 


ments” with her husband who wasn’t 
a Christian, and thus she was defeating 
the very cause she was trying to 
uphold. “Well, friend,” replied the min- 
ister: “there’s one argument your hus- 
band will not be able to deny, and that 
is a holy life lived daily before him. 
It’s the best of all “arguments” for 
your Lord. Just try it for a while, 
and see what He will do.”—As told by 
the minister. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


Keep Straight On.—The Lord stood 
by him (Acts 23:11). During the Second 
World War a liner left a British port for 
an Atlantic port in America when en- 
emy submarines and cruisers made the 
crossing dangerous. Secret directions 
to the captain charted the course he 
was to take, and said: “Keep straight 
on, this course. Turn aside for ‘nothing, 
and if you need help send a wireless 
message in this code.” A few days out, 
an enemy cruiser was sighted, and the 
captain sent out a message in the special 
code: “Enemy cruiser sighted. What 
shall I do?” Back came the reply from 
some unseen ship: “Keep straight on. 
I’m standing by.” No friendly vessel 
could be seen, but the liner kept 
straight on, and at last reached port in 
safety. Soon afterward there steamed 
into the same harbor a British man-of- 
war, the protecting vessel that, all un- 
seen, had been standing by. To every 
true Christian, as to Paul, amid life’s 
dangers and difficulties, the message 
comes from God, “Keep straight on. 
I’m standing by.”—From the Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Her Fruitful Testimony.—As thou hast 
testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness also.at Rome (Acts 
23:11). On arrival in my home town 
from college, I proceeded at once to 
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the parsonage, and gave our’Pastor Roe 
a pretty fervid account of my new 
Christian awakening. He took the 
deepest interest in my account, mean- 
while writing down .a list of names. 
Then, handing me the notebook, he re- 
marked: “I have here a long list of 
young people of our town, mostly un- 
converted. Now take this list and see 
what you can do. Just go about and 
tell them what the Lord has done for 
your own soul.” Such work was new 
to me, but I dared not flinch. The 
first young woman I visited, a special 
friend of mine, was converted that very 
day. She ran to a friend of hers, and 
that night she yielded her life to Christ. 
Then the two went to others, and 
within a week a whole class of young 
women in the Sunday school were 
brought in a way that stirred the en- 
tire church, and some other churches. 
—From “From Romance of Reality,” by 
Henry Clay Mabie. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Learning Kindness at Home.—Paul’s 
sister’s son ... told Paul (Acts 23:16). 
Sometimes our Heavenly Father exer- 
cises His protecting providence through 
the angels, those ministers of His that 
do His pleasure, as with Daniel in the 
lions’ den, Elisha at Dothan, Peter in 
prison, and Paul in the storm in Acts 
27:23. But sometimes He uses our kith 
and kin. Perhaps Paul was thinking of 
his nephew’s courage and kindness when 
he wrote to Timothy, “If any widow 
have children or nephews, let them 
learn first to shew piety at home” (1 
Tim. 5:4). The margin of the King 
James’ Version gives “kindness” as the 
alternative rendering for “piety.” Paul 
adds that such kindness is good and 
acceptable before God.—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us have our review story first to- 
day¥. 

Acts 22 tells that when Paul began 
speaking to the angry Jewish crowd in 
their own Hebrew language, they paid 
great attention. He told them that he 
had been a persecutor of Christians 
until after his conversion on the Damas- 
cus road. But when he said that the 
Lord had called. him to be a missionary 
to the Gentiles, the listening Jews who 
hated Gentiles and the name of Jesus 
became so angry they shouted, “Away 
with such a fellow from the earth: for 
he isn’t fit to live!” Théy even tore their 
clothes and threw dust into the air! 

The chief captain, not understanding 
the Hebrew language, could not tell 
what had infuriated the Jews. So he 
commanded his soldiers to bring Paul 
into the castle, and beat him until he 
told what crime he had committed. As 
they bound Paul, he asked, “Is it law- 
ful for you to beat a Roman who is un- 
condemned? 

When Captain Lysias knew that Paul 
was a Roman citizen, he said that he 
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must not be beaten! He was afraid of 
getting into trouble because of having 
had Paul bound. He ordered the chief 
priests and the whole Jewish council 
to come the next day to hear Paul’s 
defense. ‘ 

Here are some review questions to 
answer before we go on with the story: 
(1) What did Paul talk about when he 
stood on the castle steps and addressed 
the angry crowd below him? (2) Why 
was this a tactful way to prepare them 
for his message? (3) What made the 
Jews shout, “Away with such a fellow 
from the earth’? (4) What did they 
do to show their rage? (5) What did 
Captain Lysias order done to Paul? 


(6) Why was Paul not .beaten? (7) 
Before whom did Paul make his next 
defense? 

We will answer the rest of today’s 
questions as we read chapter 23: (8) 
What were Paul’s first words to the Jew- 
ish council? (9) What kind of life had 
he lived? (10) Who commanded that 
Paul be slapped in the face? (11) What 
did Paul say to this? (12) When Paul 
knew it was the high priest whom he 
had called “a whited wall,” what did 
he say? (13) Of what two religious 
groups was the Jewish council com- 
posed? (14) When Paul said that he 
was a Pharisee, and believed in the 
Resurrection, what took place in the 











The Theme 

As Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, 
Moses and Stephen walked with God 
by faith, so today we walk with Jesus 
by faith, heeding His commandments, 
seeking His will and obeying His 
Word. The ten daily devotions em- 
phasize this walk with Jesus. 


= Herald Summer Bible School Leader’s Guide. Write for your free copy 
today! , 





bookstore or write to 


0 Pastor O Supt. OO Chr. Ed. Dir. 





THE HERALD SUMMER BIBLE 
SCHOOL ‘SERIES 


The Vacation Bible School Material for You 


A new theme: WALKING WITH JESUS 
but the same sound, closely graded, permanent material 


This 32 page book con- 


tains theme for 1960, And information on su- 
theme song, ten devo- perintendent’s manual, 
tions, suggested closing supplies and promotional 


program, description of 
each grade, buyers guide, 


Get your free’ Herald Summer Bible School Leader's Guide at your local 


HERALD PRESS, Dept. ST, Scottdale, Penna. 


Please send me a free Herald Summer Bible School Leader’s Guide. 


Cee meee ee eee eee He eH EEE HE ESH HEE EE EEE EE EEE SEE EEH EEE HEE ESET EOE SEE SSE THEE EEO ESE OSES 


The Material 

Christ centered in purpose 

Bible centered in content 

Child centered in approach 
Experience centered in method 
Evangelistic in emphasis 

The Goal 

To bring every child into a personal 
relationship with the living Christ. 


and helpful hints. 


aids, foreign editions, 
sample kits, and filmstrip. 


(0 Teacher 
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(15) What did Captain Lysias 
do then? (16) What did the Lord tell 
Paul that night? (17) For what pur- 
pose did forty Jews band themselves 
together? (18) What plot did they 
make? (19) Who warned Paul of this? 
(20) When Paul’s nephew told the cap- 
tain of this plot, what did he do? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next Sunday: 


Forty JEws PLot AGAINST PAUL 


The unsaved Jews in Jerusalem were 
very angry because Paul had become a 
Christian, and had been a missionary 


council? 











WINDSHIELD STICKERS 


In time of prevailing wickedness and error, it is 
your Christian duty to make a public avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ, Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. ‘‘Jesus Never 
Fails’; ‘“‘Ye Must Be Born Again.’’ Free. Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Atlanta 
Testament League, P.O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. 














FURNITURE |j\) 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG \ 


AND LOW D/RECT PRICES 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 
A choice selection of thought-provoking 
editorials on human relations; helpful. in de- 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. Provides g material for discussion 
groups. A fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper 
cover, 58 pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1. 
Sunday School Times Phila. 5, Pa. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














500,000 


Copies in Print 


MPLIFIED 
New lesjament 


“, . - It is the most wonderful trans- 
lation. . . . Get one!”—Billy Graham 


regular $3.95 deluxe $6 genuine $9-95 
edition gift ed. leather 
At All Bookstores 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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to the Gentiles. He had come to Jeru- 
salem bringing money from the Chris- 
tian Gentiles to help the Jerusalem Jews 
who were in need. But if he had come 
to Jerusalem to rob them, the Jéws 
could not have hated him more. They 
were filled with Satan’s hatred of Jesus 
and all His followers. 

Forty of these Jews made a vow not 
to eat or drink till they had killed Paul. 
They planned the murder like this: 
they would pretend to Captain Lysias 
that they wished to question Paul 
further, then on his way to the council 
they would assassinate him. 

Paul’s nephew, hearing of this plot, 
went into the castle to warn his uncle. 
Paul told him to tell Captain Lysias. 
When the chief captain heard it, he ar- 
ranged to Have Paul taken to Caesarea 
that very night, with an escort of two 
hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and 
two hundred spearmen. In this way 
God arranged for the protection of His 
dear servant Paul. The forty men who 
banded together to kill him either broke 
their vow or died of starvation. 

Today’s lesson illustrates our memory 
verse for today. The question is, Can 
God see in the dark? Answer: “Yea, 
the darkness hideth not from thee; but 
the night shineth as the day: the dark- 
ness and the light are both alike to 
thee” (Psa. 139: 12). 

Think of the two night scenes de- 
scribed here in Acts 23. In the first, the 
Lord Himself came to cheer His dis- 
couraged servant! For Paul must have 
been discouraged at the utter failure of 
his trip to Jerusalem, which he had 
hoped would convince the Jews of the 
reality of the Gospel, The Lord cheered 
Paul by saying that he was to witness 
for Him in Rome, which guaranteed 
his safety from, his Jerusalem enemies. 

The second night scene is Paul riding 
peacefully from Jerusalem to Caesarea 
with a guard fit for a king. This was 
the Lord’s doing. His eye was upon 
His beloved servant all that dark night, 
and ever afterward, until Paul was 
ushered into His presence at the end 
of his wonderful and thrilling life. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Plot Pails 
(Acts 23:6-11, 16-24) 
AN you name the Books of the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation? 
(Repeat in unison.) Now let us open 
to the middle at the shortest Psalm, 
117. We will make two choirs, as the 
Levites used to do at times. (Divide 
the class into two groups.) Group One 
will read the first part of verse 1 and 
verse 2. Group Two will read the sec- 
ond part of each verse. And everyone 
will join in on the last “Praise ye the 
Lord.” (Repeat several times until the 
second verse, the Memory Verse, is well 
learned.) 
“For his merciful kindness is great 
toward us.” How often Paul had 
found that true! To think that after 
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all his beating and killing of Christians 
God would save him! Did you read the 
story he told from the top of the stair 
to the crowd below who had tried te 
beat and kill him? (Have the story of 
his conversion told.) In his blindness 
and fear of heart God was good in 
sending Ananias to help him. (Story,) 
The crowd listened quietly until he 
said that God had sent him to the Gen- 
tiles. Then the howls, broke out again; 
“Kill him!” The captain kept him safe 
from the people by taking him into the 
fort. 

But there other trouble awaited Paul. 
He was going to be whipped to make 
him admit that he had done wrong and. 
had stirred up the people. How was he 
saved from that? Still the captain did 
not know what all the trouble ° was 
about between Paul and the people. So 
he arranged a trial before the court of 
the Jews. The members of the court 
belonged to two ‘different denomina- 
tions, the’ Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
Paul used to be a Pharisee himself, and 
when he said his case was concerned 
with belief in the Resurrection, the 
Pharisees were on his side. But the 
Sadducees, who did not believe that 
anyone could come to life again, began 
to argue against them. There was 
nearly a fight between the two groups! 
The captain ordered his soldiers to go 
rescue Paul from them. Can you pic- 
ture the scene now as I read it to you 
from the Bible? (Acts 23:6-10.) , 

The Lord was so good as to come in 
person to encourage Paul. Read verse 
11 to us, Nancy. How determined the 
Jews were to get Paul! What plot did 
more than forty men make? Who will 
read the story of Paul’s nephew going 
to the fort? (vv. 16-24). God moved 
the captain’s heart to take good care of « 
Paul, and he sent a little army to keep 
him safe till he got to the Governor’s 
seventy miles away. 

But there was still a trial before the 
Governor ‘waiting for Paul, to decide 
whether he would be punished or set 
free. You can read about two trials in 
two years in chapters 24 and 25. Paul 
preached to governors and even a king 
while he was in prison! 

Let us repeat that Psalm that Paul 
may often have sung to himself during 
those prison years while he prayed for 
the Christian Gentiles in other lands. 
In nearly every one of his Letters, 
usually about the second verse, you will 
find his prayer for the ones to whom 
he writes: “Grace be to you and peace 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” or “Grace, mercy, 
and peace”; and at the end of the Let- 
ter again he prays, “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” ; 

As “the truth of the Lord endureth 
for ever” (Psa. 117:2), it is just as true 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


February 20, 1960 
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now in 1960 as it was 1900 years ago. 
What “merciful kindness” has the Lord 
shown toward you and your family? 
“Praise ye the Lord”! 


ORONO, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder | 


ISSIONARY PAUL wanted, more 
M than anything else, to take the 
good news of the Gospel to the Jews 
in Jerusalem. Because he himself was 
a Jew, he had a very warm spot in his 
heart for them. The Christian Jews in 
Jerusalem were happy to see him and 
to hear of God’s blessing on his work 
among the Gentiles in other lands. But 
the Jews who were not believers were 
not at all happy to see or hear him. In 
fact, they tried to beat him to death. 
After the chief of police came to his 
rescue, Paul made a wonderful speech 
to the unbelievers. He explained to 
them exactly how he had been born into 
the family of God. 

Later, Paul was put on trial. Present 
in the company were two groups of 
Jews. One group was known as the 
Pharisees. They believed in the resur- 
rection of the dead. The other group 
was known as the Sadducees. They did 
not believe in a resurrection. They 
did not believe that there was, after 
death, life in Heaven. When Paul told 


those who were trying him that he be- 
lieved in.a resurrection, the two groups 
started to argue with each other. They 
were really angry. What an uproar 
there: was in the courtroom that day! 
When the man in charge saw how fierce 
the men were, he grabbed Missionary 
Paul, fearing he would be torn to pieces. 
Then he ordered the troops to put Paul 
back in jail. 

Poor, poor Paul! He wanted to 
preach to the Jews. He loved them. 
He wanted them to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. But there he was 
back in the cold, dark jail, alone. The 
night following, God’s Word tells us, “The 
Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good 
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified 
of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome.” What a wonder- 
ful thing! The blessed, living, loving 
Saviour remembered Paul, even though 
he was in jail. He was alone. He was 
tired. He was discouraged. But the 
Lord Jesus encouraged him that night. 
Did He not say, “So must thou bear wit- 
ness [of mel also at Rome”? Paul 
would not be killed in Jerusalem. He 
would get to Rome, another city in 
which Paul longed to preach. 

The next day, more than forty of the 
Jewish leaders met together and agreed 
that they would neither eat nor drink a 
thing until they had killed Paul. They 
hated him! They thought they. would 
do God a service by getting rid of him 
quickly. They told the leaders of the 


city what they were going to do. Then 
they commanded: “You give notice to 
the man in charge of Payl to bring him 
down to you. Act as if you were going 
to ask him more questions. We will be 
waiting nearby, and when they bring 
him, we will kill him.” 

In some way the son of Paul’s sister 
heard what the Jews had planned to 
do. He rushed to the jail and got per- 
mission to speak to his Uncle Paul. 
When his Uncle Paul learned about it, 
he called one of the guards and said, 
“Will you take this young man to the 
chief captain? He has something to 
report to him.” Right then Paul must 
have remembered how once he, too, had 
tried to kill the Christians. At that 
very moment, he probably loved the 
Jews who hated him more than he ever 
loved them before. Oh, how eager he 
was that they should know the Saviour! 

The guard immediately obeyed Paul. 
After the young man told him that the 
Jews were planning to kill Paul at 
once, the chief captain exclaimed, “Do 
not tell any man that you have told me 
this!” 

Then the chief captain commanded 
two of the guards to get together 200 
footsoldiers, 70 horsemen, and 200 
spearmen. Just think of it! Four hun- 
dred and seventy Roman soldiers, all to 
protect this one man, Missionary Paul, 
from the forty men who had sworn 
they would not eat or drink a thing 
until they had killed him. God saw to 








tion and tract distribution. 


help refugees. 


be translated. Help! 


gelistic Crusade. 





THE EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


811 WESTVIEW STREET, PHILADELPHIA 19, PA. 


through its American missionaries is carrying the Gospel of Christ to the masses of people in 


ELEVEN 


different countries on the continent of Europe. 


Many believe that Europe, the cradle of Christianity, may soon become the revived Roman Empire, 
where the Antichrist shall be made manifest, and w here the- righteous judgments of a just God will-fall. 


Will you please help us with your gifts in our work of giving the Gospel to these perishing masses? 


Share with us in this supreme task of declaring in. the 
of tent, radio, telephone, church, mission hall, D.V.B.S., } 


We send CARE parcels, give Bibles, New Testaments, Scripture pai tracts, clothing, and we 


Please give us your aid in spreading the Word of Life. The need is great. Christ is 
coming. There are many indications that the time is short, and that the Church may soon 


Gifts will be received and gratefully acknowledged by the General Secretary of the European Evan- 


end time the glad tidings through the medium 
youth camp, colportage, house-to-house visita- 
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BOARD AND HOME for Christian couple, on 
permanent basis in private family. Mt. Pocono 
area, Pa., near town. Write Adv. No. 970, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Phila. 5, Pa. 





EARN EXTRA MONEY 


for yourself, class or other group 


Sell TEXTILES by Confidence 
Hosiery — Leotard Tights — Lounging Slippers 
Offering Quality, Comfort and Satisfaction 
Write for free brochure and price list 


TEXTILES BY CONFIDENCE 


Lake Ariel, Penna. 








it that His servant was protected. He 
would not have needed to use soldiers. 
He could have sent angels. But God 
does not do miracles unless it is neces- 
sary. So Paul got away safely from ‘the 
would-be murderers. 

Do you think he remembered God’s 
Word, “I will trust, and not be afraid’? 
(Isa. 12:2.) Or perhaps, “What time I 
am afraid, I will trust in thee”? (Psa. 
56:3.) I .think he did. He surely 
trusted God. Do you? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
ye 


Digging in Bible Lands 
(Continued from page 141) 


it is little wonder that when he was 
later taken to Mars’ Hill to address the 
Athenians, he began his message by ob- 
serving, “Ye men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things ye are too superstitious 
{careful in religious matters]” (Acts 
17: 22). 

As Paul stood there and looked up 
at the exquisite Parthenon with all its 
‘artistry and aesthetic excellence, he 
could winsomely yet pertinently point 
out that “God dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands” (v. 24),.and 
as he indicated with a sweep of his arm 
the beautiful statues made by artists 
of great skill, he could stress the ma- 
jesty and omnipresence of the true God, 
observing that “we ought not to think 
that the Godhead is like unto gold or 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s 
device” (v. 29). 

As in any presentation of Biblical 
truth, there were those who said, “We 
will hear thee again of this matter” (v. 
32), but there were also those who be- 
lieved, including Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, and a woman named Damaris 
(v. 34). 

After seeing Athens in person, or 
even after studying and viewing pic- 
tures of its beautiful temples, one will 
never read with merely passing interest 
the thrilling account of Paul’s use of 
these scenes in his speech on Mars’ Hill. 


ARABIA AND'THE Days oF KING SOLOMON 

One of the striking records in the 
Bible is the account of the colorful 
camel train of the Queen bof Sheba, 
.bringing bountiful supplies of spices 
along with gold and precious stones to 
‘the court of King Solomon (1 Kings 
10:1, 2). Certain critics in earlier years 
doubted the historicity of this record 
of the visit of the Queen of Sheba to 
King Solomon, and, as Professor James 
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Montgomery of the University of 
Pennsylvania has pointed out, some 
scholars even diSmissed it as a “roman- 
tic tale” (See J. P. Free, “Archaeology 
and Bible History,” p. 171; James Mont- 
gomery, “Arabia and the Bible,” p. 180). 

Archaeological inscriptions, on the 
contrary, have in more recent years 
shown that the people of the country of 
Sheba (the Sabaeans) were purveyors 
of South-Arabian trade, just. as implied 
in the Biblical record of the Queen of 
Sheba. Professor Montgomery has 
pointed out that this parallel to the 
Queen of Sheba’s activity in bringing 
the precious gifts of the south to Solo- 
mon shows that the Biblical setting is 
“quite correct.” 

New evidence of trade with South 
Arabia has been found in the dis- 
covery of a South:Arabian clay stamp 
in the third campaign of archaeological 
excavation at the site of ancient Bethel, 
twelve miles north of Jerusalem. The 
stamp was found in the recent excava- 
tion of Bethel by Dr. James Kelso of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, and is re- 
ported on by G. W. Van Beek in the 
Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research (October, 1958). The 


large size of the stamp, originally about 
three by four inches, suggests that it 
was used on sacks filled with frankin- 
cense, and it also further corroborates 
the Biblical indication of trade with 
Sheba in the days of Solomon and the 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 147) 


1. To find out the nature of their 
actual accusation against him (Acts 23: 
28). 

2. Paul denounced him (23:3); Christ 
addressed him with firm composure 
(John 18:20, 21). 

3. The question of resurrection, and 
of the existence of angels and spirits 
(Acts 23:8). 

4. By insisting that his arrest was 
due to his convictions concerning “the 
hope and resurrection of the dead” (v. 
6). 

5. Christ was the fulfillment of Is- 
rael’s hopes; His resurrection guaran- 
teed the resurrection of believers (cf. 
1 Cor. 15:20). 

6. That he would “bear. witness also 
at Rome” (Acts 23:11). 

7. More than 40 men; they bound 
themselves with an oath; they would 
seize Paul en route to another meeting 
of the Sanhedrin (23: 13-15). 

8. The nephew was alert and prob- 
ably fond of Paul; access to the bar- 
racks was. possible for responsible 
people; the captain was willing to listen, 
hence co-operative. 

9. By night, under military escort 
of 470 troops (v. 23). 

10. To Caesarea on the seacoast; to 
Felix, Roman procurator of Judea (vv. 
23, 24). 

Meni, Pa. 
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following years. Professor Van Beek 
concludes, “While the substantial hig. 
toricity of this event has been increas. 
ingly accepted in recent years, this 
object carries us closer to that period 
than most scholars had dared hope.”, 


, Uzzian’s TOWERS IN THE DESERT 


In the Book of Chronicles it is re. 
corded that King Uzziah (variation of 
Azariah) built towers in the desert, and 
digged many wells (2 Chron. 26:10). 
This is borne out by the discoveries of 
Professor Nelson Glueck in the southern 
part of Palestine, where he has carried 
out the seventh season of exploration 
There he has found a number of for 
tresses with heavily built gateways, as 
well as provisions for water supplies 
in the period 900-700 B.C., which in. 
cludes the reign of King Uzziah, who 
was ruling in 750 B.C. Dr. Glueck ob. 
serves, “Archaeological evidence from 
the Negeb (southern Palestine) abun- 
dantly bears out the correctness of the 
Biblical statement that Uzziah built 
towers and dug cisterns in the wilder- 
ness (2° Chron. 26:10).” He also 
points out that he found evidence of 
the extensiveness of military and agri- 
cultural occupation during the period of 
the Judaean kingdom, and that south- 
ern Palestine was strongly fortified, in- 
tensively farmed, and also frequented 
by caravans of the types ranging from 
those of Solomon en route to Ezion- 
Geber to those of the Queen of Sheba 
en route to Jerusalem, and others en 


, route to and from Sinai, Transjordan, 


and Arabia. In summarizing, he says 
that all this data “agrees very well 
with the historical fact contained in 
such references as those in 2 Chronicles 
26:10.” (Bulletin of American Schools 
of Oriental Research, December, 1958, p. 
36). 


TOURS TO THE HoLy LAND 


The Nineteenth Annual Wheaton 
Bible Lands Tour will sail for the Holy 
Land on February 27, 1960 on the de- 
luxe American liner, the S. S. Con- 
stitution, under the leadership of the 
writer and Mrs. Free. We will again 
visit the significant cities and sites of 
the Bible Lands, including Rome, Naples, 
Pompeii, Alexandria in Egypt, Beirut, 
Baalbek, Damascus, and then spend ten 
days in and around Jerusalem, followed 
by Galilee, Nazareth, Tel Aviv, and on 
to Athens, and Italy. 

The Summer Bible Lands Tour fol- 
lows the same itinerary, also lasts six 
weeks, and sails June 30, 1960. For those 
whose time is limited, the option to 
fly and take the trip in three and one- 
half weeks is available. For those who 
also wish to visit Europe, there is a 
European extension. ‘Also there is 4 
separate European tour, sailing July 12 
from New York, visiting the important 
countries of Europe as well as Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway. Depart- 
ing in July is also- an annual South 
America Tour lasting thirty days (by 
air), visiting the outstanding sites as 
well as the mission works such as Radio 
Station HCJB. 

For a bulletin on any of these tours, 
which are regularly taken by Christian 
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people of all ages, address Dr. Joseph 


Free, Wheaton Tours, Box 468, Wheaton, © 


fl. Specify for which tour or tours 
you wish a bulletin. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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Is “Unity” Christian? 
(Continued from page 140) 


Christ of God.” It denies that Jesus 
was the “Christ any more than ‘any 
fman. Realize the perfect man in you 
and that you are Christ, is the plain 
teaching of Unity. : 

Some excellent booklets and books 
showing the errors in this cult are: 

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error. 
A chart comparing the false teachings of seven 
of the outstanding false cults with what the 
Bible teaches. (American Prophetic League, 
Box 41-198, Los Angeles 41, 5 cents.) 

Unity Cult Exposed (American Prophetic 
League, 10 cents). 

Heresies Exposed. By Wm. O. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York 10, $1). 

God’s Truth vs. Man’s Theories. By Dr. J. H. 
Gauss (Faithful Words Publishing Co., St. 
Louis 4, Mo., $2.50). 

The Chaos of Cults. By J. K. van Baalen 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3.95). 


Irvine 
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With the New Books 


(Continued from page 144) 


Salvation Is of the Lord, Topical and 
Word Studies. By John Lineberry. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.75.) “From A to Z, from 
start to finish, from its beginning on 
earth to its wonderful consummation 
in Heaven, salvation is of the Lord. 
God Himself does all the saving, not 
part of it, but all of the saving.” 
Scholarly young man who can make a 
statement like the above will certainly 
be used of the Lord to proclaim His 
Gospel. This young preacher knows 
the way of salvation from the depths 
of man’s sin to his full assurance in 
Christ. The author has made quite a 
study of the Greek New Testament and 
effectively brings out obscure meanings. 
One of his former teachers, Dr. Ken- 
neth S. Wuest, until recently on the 
faculty of the Moody Bible Institute, 
Says of him, “His use of the Greek text 
is excellent and contributes greatly to 
the correctness of his interpretations.” 
The volume will be useful in helping 
others to bring out God’s way of salva- 
tion, but it is to be regretted that he 
did not use some illustrations as win- 
dows to let in the light. 


Jungle Doctor’s Crooked Dealings. 
By Paul White. (Paternoster Press, 11 
Great James St., Bedford Row, London 
W.C.1, Eng., 4/6 net.) Goha’s face was 
twisted. How the missionary doctor 
longed to find a way to gain his con- 
fidence and perform the delicate op- 
eration needed to make him look like 
other boys! One night as darkness sur- 
Tounded the campfire, a hyena came 
sneaking from the shadows of the Afri- 
Can jungle and seized Goha’s dog, Seko 
the Smiling One, tearing his leg and 
breaking it.. The setting of Seko’s leg 
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was just one among many of the kindly 
deeds performed by the missionary doc- 
tor as he sought to win these primitive 
people to: the Lord, who could heal 
their twisted souls. This book, another 
in the Jungle Doctor Series, is peppered 
with Graham Wade’s delightful and ex- 
pressive pen-and-ink sketches. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 6 


1. Blustery or Steady 
(Eph. 4:14-17;,Dan. 3:13-18) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HEMES for our young’ people’s 

prayer meetings in the month of 
March are geared to the idea that the 
variable characteristics of March winds 
are typical of characteristics to be 
found in people. This week we are to 
think of the blustery and changeable 
types as compared with the steady, de- 
pendable types, and we are to endeavor 
to see what elements enter into each 
type, which characteristics are prefer- 
able in the Christian, and how the 
undesirable characteristics can be elim- 
inated and desirable ones cultivated. 


bd 


No doubt each of us: can think of in- 
dividuals of our acquaintance who are 
blustery and changeable, and some who 
are steady and dependable. Most of us 
will agree that the latter type of in- 
dividuals are the most comfortable to 
have around, but we do not always 
understand how to analyze them and 
to determine what makes them the way 
they are. The Bible, however, gives us 
some excellent examples of both types, 
and it also helps us to see what con- 
tributes to these various characteristics 
and how they may be changed. 


ve 


Perhaps Peter, in his early disciple- 
ship, will be remembered ‘by most of 
us as a man of bluster and instability. 
You will recall how he wanted to erect 
some “tabernacles” on the Mount of 
Transfiguration for Christ and Moses 
and Elias, with the evident idea that 
the disciples, and perhaps even all of 
Israel, could come there and see and 
worship (Matt. 17:1-8). Peter, like 
most blusterers, spoke without think- 
ing through what He was suggesting, 
and he had to be rebuked by the voice 
from the cloud that reminded him that 
Christ was all he needed and was the 
one to listen to. 

wg 


Again, in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Peter was the one who, failing to real- 
ize that Christ had full power to handle 
the situation when the soldiers arrived 
to arrest Him, rushed forward and cut 
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off the ear of one of the high priest’s 
servants (John 18:10). He thus made 
it mecessary for Christ to heal the 
wound. 
ye 

It was Peter who, on one occasion, 
vehemently declared to Christ that he 
would never deny Him, even if it meant 
death (Mark 14:31). Yet when the test 
came in the high priest’s house, after 
Christ had been arrested, Peter denied 
three times that he knew Christ. 


se 


It will be revealing and encouraging 
to compare Peter’s boldness and fear- 
lessness on the Day of Pentecost, when 
he stood up and preached to the mul- 
titudes that the Christ whom they had 
crucified with wicked hands had been 
raised from the dead and had ascended 
to the Father (Acts 2:14, 23, 24, 33). 
In Acts 4 we read that Peter later faced 
the Sanhedrin with these same charges, 


and still later (Acts 5) he joined with ° 


the other disciples in refusing to stop 
preaching and teaching in the name of 
Christ, saying boldly, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5: 
29). 
yd 

Another encouraging contrast to 
Peter’s early bluster and instability is 
found in the example of the three He- 
brew young men mentioned in one of 
the Scripture portions chosen for this 
week from Daniel 3. They knew in 
whom they believed, and they stood 
firm and true in spite of the king’s 
threats of the fiery furnace. £Earlier, 
with Daniel, they had refused to defile 
themselves with the king’s food and 
wine (Dan. 1:6-21), and they had proved 
that God was able to sustain them and 
increase their knowledge and wisdom 
beyond that of the king’s astrologers 
and wise men, Later on, Daniel dared 
the den of hungry lions rather than re- 
fuse to worship God as was his daily 
custom (Dan. 6:4-24), with the result 
that the king himself was. convinced 
that Daniel’s God was the living God, 
and he issued a decree to this effect 
and condemned Daniel’s enemies to the 
lions’ den from which God had delivered 
Daniel. 
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In the New Testament we find many 
admonitions to steadfastness, “Be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 
15:28). The incentive to such stead- 
fastness is named here as the victory 
over death and ‘sin that Christ has 
given to every believer. 


bd 


We are also warned, as the first 
Scripture portion chosen for this week 
shows, against being tossed about and 
carried away like children by every 
wind of teaching, and by the tricks and 
craftiness of men (Eph. 4:14). On the 
contrary, we are to grow up in the 
Christian faith, to the stature of men 
in Christ, who is our Head. 


Those who have been born again 
through faith in Christ are new cre- 
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ations (2 Cor. 5:17). They are, there- 
fore, to continue on, not in the aimless, 
hopeless, reckless way of unbelievers, 
which is described here as “vanity,” 
but in truth and righteousness and true 
holiness and love (Eph. 4:24-31). “As 
{a man] thinketh in his heart, so is he” 
(Prov. 23.7). Bluster and vacillating and 
unreliability originate in the mind. They 
are not unalterable characteristics of 
some mysterious introvert or extrovert 
nature from which we have no hope of 
escaping. God has given to each child of 
His the spirit of a sound mind (2 Tim. 
1:7). He can and will deal with any 
such undesirable characteristics that we 
may find in our make-up, if we will fix 
our hearts upon Him and trust His in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit to exercise His 
miracle-working power in us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
February 29 to March 6 

Mon.—Acts 22:30 to 23:5. 
Paul Before the Jewish Council. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Paul, earn- 


estly beholding the council, said, Men: 


and brethren, I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day.” 
He set his own record straight in his 
first words, but they cost him a bad 
slap in the mouth. That unlawful act, 
ordered by the high priest, got a quick, 
hot retort from Paul. But he was so 
right that the incident passed off im- 
mediately. Much that was very unpleas- 
ant came into Paul’s life, and will come 
into yours. Learn from our Lord how 
to deal with offending people: Mis- 
takes will be made: but mistakes are 
not sins (see 23:11). Pray for Sudan 
United Mission, Toronto, Can. 


Tues.—Acts 23:6-10. 
The Council Divided. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When Paul per- 
ceived that the one part [of the coun- 
cil] were Sadducees, and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, 
Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
the son of a Pharisee.” He took ad- 
vantage of the faith they had in the 
Word of God regarding the Resurrec- 
tion. We all need to be wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves when deal- 
ing with unbelievers and self-righteous 
people. Paul did not get far with the 
council, but divine record shows that 
he did not lose anything by that ex- 
perience. He obeyed Matthew 10:19 
and experienced a great honor (Acts 
23:11). Pray for the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission, Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 


Wed.—Acts 23:11-15. 
Encouragement Amid Danger. 


Prayer SuGcEsTions: “And the night 
following the Lord stood by him, and 
said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as 
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thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, 
so must thou bear. witness also a 
Rome.” God never lets His servants 
down. As promised, He will be with w 
in trouble. We naturally want easy 
times and forget what the Lord said 
about the daily cross and coming 
crowns. Paul’s encouragement from the 
Lord prepared him for the greater trials 
ahead at Rome. Trust the Lord; tum 
all your troubles into treasures. Pray 
for the radio ministry of the Moody 
Bible Institute, Chicago. a 


Thurs.—Acts 23:16-24. A Plot Foiled. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Which have 
bound themselves with an oath, that 
they will neither eat nor drink till they 
have killed him [Paul].” Man proposes 
but God handles everything. The- curse 
made, had even the blessing of the 
priests and elders, but proponents af 
the plot failed. Many persons helped 
to make up God’s providential program 
of Paul’s rescue. Expect God to undet- 
take for you in tight situations. He ha 
your welfare at heart. Look up; cheer 
up. Pray for the Back to the Bible 
Broadcast, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Fri—Acts 23:25-30. 
The Letter to Felix. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Claudius Lysias 
unto the most excellent governor Felix 
... greeting.” God has given this letter 
a place in His Word. Why? The day 
of reckoning will tell. Every word 
then comes up for examination and re 
membrance when the Books are opened. 
The most solemn events of that day 
should be kept in mind. Felix neve 
dreamed you would be reading his let 
ter today. Keep your accountability 
to God in mind. Pray for the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, Inc., Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Acts 23:31-35. 
To Caesarea for Safety. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Then the sol- 
diers, as it was commanded them, took 
Paul, and brought him by night to... 
Caesarea.” God worked all in all. He 
manages all of the rough winds that 
blow. He tempers all our trials. Look 
for the hand of God in your trouble 
and triumphs. Comfort yourself with 
the Bible phrase, “It is the Lord.” See 
His hand in everything, and then you 
will rejoice and sing. Pray for the 
Montana Institute of the Bible, Bill 
ings, Mont. 


Sun.—1 Peter 3:13-22. 
Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If ye suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 
be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled.” All of us suffer more fot 
ill-doing than for doing the will of God. 
We shall suffer on both accounts: 9 
choose to suffer for doing the will of 
God, that is’ certain to be blessed it 
time and in eternity. Pick your trou- 
bles. Select the footsteps of Jesus for 
your pathway. Take on some of His 
belated sufferings. The world cannot 
reach him, but will try to reach you 
“Fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ” (Col. 1:24). Pray 
for the Carver Bible Institute, Atlanta 
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